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St. PAUL Wiſh to be accurſed from Chrif, 
for the Sake of his Brethren, illuſtrated and © 
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THREE DISCOURGSES. I 
To WHICH IS ADDED, | 
An APPENDIX 
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A CoLLECTION of the moſt material Obſervations 
upon the TEXT, by Antient and Modern 
Writers; and of ſome other Paſſages ap- 

plicable to the Illuſtration of it. 
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Advertiſement. 


HE Author of this Eſſay had 
by the Advice and Exhorta- 
tion of a Friend of diſtinguiſhed 


Character, been induced to think of 


delivering it in Sermons, at St. Mary's 
Church in Oxford, though it had not 
been compoſed with that Deſign. For 
this Purpoſe the Contents were divided 
into diſtin& Parts or Diſcourſes. But 
ſome Dithculty of procuring the re- 
quiſite Turns, and thoſe in an imme- 
diate Succeſſion, hath fruſtrated that 
Intention, and releaſed him from an 


Undertaking to which his own Incli- 
nation would neyer have prompted 


Him. 


{ 
| 
' 
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[ is 1 
Him. This hath been the Occaſion 


of the Appearance of this ſmall Per- 


formance, without any previous De- 
livery of it, as uſual, from the Pul- 
pit; under ſome Encouragement to 
hope that it may conduce to eluci- 


dating the Paſſage which is the Sub- 


Jet of Enquiry 3 and it may poſſibly 


be followed by a ſeparate Explanation 
of Moſes's Petition in the 32d Lp: 
ter of Exodus. 
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ROMANS IX. z. 


For I could wiſh that Myſelf were ac- 
curſed from Chriſt, for my Brethren, 
my Kinſmen according to the Fleſh. 


HIS Text is of the number of thoſe 
Paſſages in St. Paul's Epiſtles which 
have been thought hard to be un- 
derſiood; and the Accounts that 

have been given of it, do not ſeem to ſuper- 

ſede a further Attempt to illuſtrate and to 
vindicate it from Miſconſtructions. The moſt 
common Acceptation of the words ſuppoſes 
them expreſſive of St. Pauls Deſire, or at leaſt 


| Refignation of himſelf to a ſtate of final and 


irreverſible perdition, if he could thereby 
have promoted the Converſion of them which 
were h1s fleſh, and might ſave them from 


that wrath and deſtruction, which are the 


certain portion of all who abide in unbe- 
lief. In an Expreſſion fo ſingular, and fo 
warm as this of the text, introduced with the 


moſt ſolemn Aſſeveration and Appeal to the 


Searcher of hearts, and upon an occaſion fo 


W EE: „ affecting 


1 


affecting to St. Paul, whether we conſider 
him in his particular relation to the Jews, 
or as the Apoſtle of Jeſus Chriſt, doubtleſs 
ſomething very extraordinary muſt be in- 
tended. But as on the one hand, the Vehe- 
mence and Energy of the terms will not ſuf- 
fer us to underſtand him of any Undertaking 
that is ordinary and common to man; ſo on 


the other, for reaſons far more momentous, 


it ought not to be imagined that it was the 
Apoſtle's Deſire to be conſigned to a State of 
never-ending miſery for any purpoſe what- 
ſoever. For ſuch a Sentiment being irrecon- 
cileable with the ſtrongeſt and beſt Princi- 
ples and Defires of Nature, and the ultimate 
End of every man's Creation, diſhonourable 
to the Author of our being, repugnant to 
the Deſign of the cnriſtian Oeconomy, and 
deſpightful to the Spirit of Grace, appears, on 


all theſe accounts, to be too horrid and in- 


defenſible, as well as in itſelf impoſſible, to be 
imputed to the Author of this epiſtle, whe- 
ther conſidered as a Rational Being, a Chriſ- 


tian, or an inſpired Apoſtle. But now, if 
a different Interpretation of theſe words can 


be aſſigned, which ſhall be found compa- 
tible AT the Inſtin&t of Nature, and the 
Dictate of Reaſon, worthy of the apoſtolical 
Character, adequate to the Letter and Spirit 


of this ſtriking pallage, agreeable to the Lan- 


es. 
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guage and Tenor of the holy ſcriptures, and 


to the Stile and Sentiments of St. Paul him- 
ſelf in his other epiſtles; and which more- 


over ſhall appear to ariſe naturally from the 


Subject and Context with which it is joined: 
A Solution of this difficult text ſupported by 


Arguments grounded on theſe ſeveral conſide- 


rations, may, I preſume, not only fully vin- 
dicate the Apoſtle's expreſſion, and juſtify his 
ſenſe and meaning, but likewiſe bring ho- 
nour to his character, whilſt it diſplays the 
height and depth, and length and breadth of 
that heroick Charity and Zeal, which was 
ſuperior even to the load of heavineſs and 


continual ſorrow which he endured on ac- 
count of the deplorable condition of his un- 


believing brethren. 


I intend therefore in diſcourſing upon the 
text, to point out the exceptions to which 
the Interpretations that have been given of 


it, are juſtly liable ; and then 


To propoſe, and afterwards by proper ar- 
guments ſupport, what I take to be the true 
genuine Inſpired Senſe of it. 


The Reſult of which I truſt will be, that 
the moſt diſtinguiſhed honour will accrue 


to the character of the Apoſtle, from the 
B 2 right 
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BF 
| -- right underſtanding of this very paſſage, 


ck has by ſome been thought unaccount- : 
able or preſumptuous. =_ 


Tur St. Paul could ſubmit to a State of F 
final ſeparation from Chriſt, if he could 
thereby have promoted the great End he had 
ſo much at heart, is a Sentiment which ap- 
pears to be fo offenſive and ſhocking, that, 
to avoid this conſtruction of the text, ſoine 4 
have been inclined to believe he intended by i 
it nothing more than that in his unconverted 
ſlate he did, through a vehement attachment 
to his brethren and the religion of his coun- 
try, wiſh bimfelf accurſed from Chrift ; whilſt , 
others have ſuppoſed his meaning to be that 4 
greatly as he prized the honour of his high 
calling to be an Apoſtle of TFeſus Chrift, he 
would willingly be expoſed to any degree 
of diſeſteem, diſgrace, or ignominy in this 
life, even to Excommunication, or the being 
ſeparated from the ſociety of Chriſtians, and 
to the Endurance of thoſe extraordinary ca- 
lamities which are ſaid in the firſt ages of 
| | the Church to have often attended that ſen- 
tence, if this could have the defired effect 
upon his brethren, and further their Con- 
verſion. With regard to the firſt of theſe 
Acceptations, it is no better than a manifeſt 
| abſurdity ; for how could the Apoſtle wiſh 
- himſelf 
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himſelf accurſed from Chriſt, or how could 
ſuch a Wiſh demonſtrate his Love to his Coun- 
trymen, at a time when he was ſo far from 
having any intereſt in Chr:/?, as to be car- 
ried away by the moſt violent prejudices 
againſt him, even to the perſecuting him in 
his members, making havock of the church, 
and wherever he could find any of this way, 
binding and delivering them into priſons ? 
ä And as to the ſecond Interpretation of the 
10 phraſe, neither is Hat ſufficiently important 
; and weighty, though it be more ſpecious 
and pertinent than the former account. For 
4 beſides that ſuch a Condition, as it repreſents 
the Apoſtle willing to ſubmit to, could be no 
. way beneficial to his kinſmen, nor at all pro- 
1 mote the great end he had in view ; and that 
4 ce it does in the concluſion amount to a wiſh 
« of being accurſed from Chriſt, in order to 
te be reconciled to him, and finally ſaved,” as a 
1 learned writer on this text has obſerved : Be- 
1 ſides theſe objections, J ſay, ſuch a Senſe as 
5 this, falls ſhort of both the letter and force of 
1 this emphatical expreſſion, introduced with 
3 ſuch pathetical Solemnity and Warmth. It has 
7 therefore, by other Expoſitors, been ſuppoſed 
that the text is either an hyperbolical ſpeech, 
the letter of which expreſſes more than is 
ſtrictiy intended by the Speaker, in order to 
convey an Idea of the very utmoſt extent to 


which 
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which we can imagine it poffible for a Wiſh 


to be carried, (and here in the inſtance be- 
fore us, of ſuch an Intenſeneſs of affection, 


as could hardly be ſufficiently ſignified with- 


out an Hyperbole ;) or elſe that ſome Qualifi- 


cation or Condition is tacitly implied in the 


words, and particularly in the verb Huy on, 


that will juſtify even their ſtricteſt form, and 


the moſt rigorous ſenſe of the letter. The 


firſt of theſe Conſtructions, ſtript of its hyper- 
bolical dreſs, brings the Apoſtle's real mean- 
ing to be the ſame with 7hat which has been 
approved by many of the Commentators, 
namely, as ſignifying his Acquieſcence or De- 


fire to be devoted to deſtruction or © the En- 


% durance of any temporal puniſhment in 
order to contribute to the ſpir:7ual ſalva- 
e tion of his countrymen.” This, I ſay, 
ſeems to be the preciſe Meaning of the ex- 
preſſion conſidered as an hyperbolical phraſe; 
if the paſſage be capable of no other ac- 


count than ſome of thoſe which have been 


offered by the ſeveral Commentators upon 


it. But I wave reflections on this conſtruc- 
tion here, becauſe it will meet us again, 
and come more properly under notice in 
laying down what I take to be the real 

meaning of this remarkable Wiſh. 
What remains then next to be attended 
to is the literal ſenſe of the words in their 
ſtricteſt 
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LF 
ſtricteſt form and import, as implying a fra 
Forfeiture of the benefits of the Goſpel, or final 


deſtruction itfelf *®, Which Acceptation of 


the text is maintained by ſome learned 
foreign Divines, and is admitted by a cele- 
brated Author of our own country. The 
Authors and Patrons of this interpretation 


| conceive the Apoſtle to have been wholly in- 


tent upon the one ſingle Conſideration of the 


calamitous condition of the Jeu people , 


and fo through infirmity to have been carried 


to an Exceſs in his affection, and conſequently 


in the manner of declaring his extreme pro- 


digious Love and Grief on their account; or, 
as they have thought fit to repreſent their 


conceptions of the ſtate of his mind, in de- 


monſtrating PORTENTOSAM doloris 


ſui magnitudinem, indeque et amoris in tum 
populum ; a Deſcription which may perhaps 
be deemed characteriſtick of ſomething ir- 
regular in the affection it expreſſe. 

In favour of this fenſe of the text it is 
however alledged, that the verb Huyouwm, 


with which the apoſtle introduces his ſen- 


timent, whatſoever it ſhall appear to be, i-; 


plies ſome ſuch condition, reſtriction, or li- 
mitation as theſe following; ſuch a 


Thi whs St. Chry/oftom's interpretation, which ſee in 
the Appendix A. | | 
- + See Appendix B, | : 


thing 
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l thing were poſſible, —if it were allowable, 4 
| « —if it could be effettlual to the purfeſe 
i ce defgned : None of which conditions the EF. 
i c Apoſtle knew very well attended the thing 9 
ce he ſpoke of.” This Proviſo is thought to 
qualify the words; ſufficiently to abate their 
| force, and to ſoften the Wiſh into a bare Vel- 
] leity, or unformed imperfect Inclination. o ß 
5 which Solution I conceive it would be an 1 
Amendment, if the propoſed limitation, in- 

ſtead of being connected with the ſubject 

matter of the declaration, namely, 7he being 

þ finally accurſed from Chrift, were joined to 
If; the firſt words of the ſentence, I could wiſh, 4 
. agreeably to the ſuppoſition of its being im- F 

plied in the verb Huyopm ; and underſtood 1 
as preventing or reſtraining the impetus of 34 
the Apoſtle' s affection; as if he had expreſſed A 
Jl himſelf in this manner; I could wiſh or pray, f 
if ſuch a Wiſh or Prayer were peſſible; for 
1 there is a very material difference between 1 
ſaying, I could wiſh that myſelf were ac- ; 
Tal curſed from Chriſt, if ſuch a thing were poſ- b 
{|| ſible, and faying, I could wiſh, if ſuch a 3 
1 ww/h were poſſible; for the Limitation ſo ap- "0 
ö plied, ſtands for a Correction of the paſſion, = 
I or is @ ſtopping ſhort, and amounts to a „ 
| declaration, that ſuch a wiſh is indeed im- By 
poſſible ; implying however that he could Fs 
with and undertake whatſoever was poſſible 
for 5 


A 


A 


141 


for their ſakes. And this ſeems to be tlie 
moſt fair and plauſible Vindication of the 
Text that can ariſe from the aforementioned 
Senſes that have been aſſigned by thoſe emi- 
nent and worthy Writers, who have enquired 
into the Purport of this extraordinary Decla- 
ration, where, as ſome of the Expoſitors 
have obſerved, the Apoſtle's Affection was 
inflamed to ſuch a Degree as to carry Him 
on to the attempting of even Impoſſibilities. 
And yet with the Aid of this Correction, 
and with all the Allowance that can be made 
1 for the Privilege of Language, and alſo for 
the Vebemence of the Apoſtle's Concern and 
"3 Love for his Countrymen, which was indeed 
} too extraordinary to be expreſſed in common 
4 Terms, there is ſuch an Appearance of Te- 
merity and Preſumption in the Matter of this 
Declaration, if underſtood of final and irre- 
verſible Excluſion from the Benefits of Chrit- 
tian Redemption; it is a Conſtruction ſo 
! horrid and irreconcileable with the bet and 
* frrongeſt Principles of Nature and Reaſon, and 
with he Apoſtolical Character; and ſo repug- 
nannt to he Dejign of the Goſpel and the ulli- 
3 mate End of every Man's Creation, that one 
cannot but wiſh that an Account might be 
given of the Apoſtle's Meaning that is more 
— unqueſtionably agreeable to the Di&ates of 
hes ah and found Reif gion, and ſhall never- 
TN O theleſs 


: - mr IT "__ 
2 oF $ n rr — > 2 — — : 

— * _=_ et — * * — * — ” — .— * = ” —_— * . * 

— <——_ * % tt 2 3 fa = # _ — - » — ＋ — . Fx 8 = 
* 28 — 3 . ᷣͤ KV — — = 22 Hen at — id 

* l 3 2 — 3 - —.— ZAC Wn noe _ an 3 XY 
* 5 5 3 2 I Oe Ee” x Ze on 8 X To 45 _ 
a 3 S „ Ls 7 * : 
—ymꝛ— —— ̃ ̃ ——ↄ——— ́ ꝝ— — eee ————————_——_—_—__— 


N * r 
* 2 222 — 
. — & + Ia — ae 
r : c. 

* 


— 


D 
1 


5 * 
STR oe od ak 
ed on — 2 


' 


$5 r . — 7 

— GRO, So. 4 | a _— — — — 
n N 8 be 
8 I Nos 5, 8 Ty * 
S 


es 5 —— — 


_ —_— — op ee Rene Sw q — 
CCC RY BA RE YET Eo SI WE: 
a> _— SEES — ad a 


— . ,, ,⏑‚⏑‚ es eee — rn te, 


- DT I * 0 = 
wm 2 tg Boe F 
Fo # Fo 
2 % =" Soo 
*- add” oe, — —ä——— — — 


this Rule and prudent Caution; that while 


L ] 
theleſs be fully anſwerable to both the Spirit 
and Letter of the Text. 
A very great and good Man who has at- 


tempted to illuſtrate it, lays down to Himſelf 


«© We acknowledge the Warmth and Ar- 
e dency of the Apoſtle's Affection, We 
ce ſhould take care to underſtand it in ſuch 
« à Senſe that it may be rational too; that it 
“ may be worthy of a wiſe and great Man, 
yea of a great Apoſtle, and Him conducted 
„in what He wrote by the Holy Spirit of 
© God.” In order therefore to clear the 
Text from the Imputations to which the 
common Acceptation of it is liable, He ſup- 
poſes that the Words AraSea E are 
r Xp’ © may bear a milder and leſs ex- # 
te ceptionable Rendering, and ſignify the 7 
« being devoted to temporal Death, or being 
« made a Sacrifice of after the Example of 
ce Chrift; fo that the true and the literal 
Senſe of the Apoſtle in the Text is ſaid - 
© to be neither more nor leſs than This; "7 
« That He wiſhed to be devoted even to 
Death for the Eternal Salvation of his 
Brethren the Jews, in like manner as 


Chriſt his high Leader had been devoted * g 
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See alſo another Interpretation of the Text, taken 
from Pootins s Epiſtle, in the Appendix C. | 


66 befor: 


MP 
« before Him.” This Solution, which had 
alſo been offered by an eminent foreign Di- 
vine , ſtands clear of the Difficulties and 
Objections attending the more rigorous In- 
terpretation that has been mentioned, and, 
taken in its full Extent, is, I incline to 
think, the real Meaning of the Apoſtle ; 
but I conceive it muſt be made out in a 
Way different from that by which the 
learned Author has attempted to recom- 


mend it. In the firſt Part of this Account 


it is obſerved that the Words AyaSeua 


£:9&, Which We render by being accurſed, 
e often ſignify no more than being devored 
« 70 a temporal Death, or being made à Sa- 
« crifice of.” To which Interpretation of 


theſe Words it has been objected by another 


eminent Divine, whoſe Conſtruction of this 


Text has juſt now been taken Notice of, 


that it © omits the principal Circumſtance 


„in the Wiſh, and takes away at once 


« both the Spirit and the Letter of it.” It 


is admitted that © had the Apoſtle's Words 


e been only that He could wiſh to be ac- 


e curſed, this would clearly have been the 


“ Senſe of them, that he would contentedly 
« have undergone any temporal Sufferings 
« to be the Inſtrument of preſerving em 


See Appendix D. 
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from Eternal Ruin. But the being ac- 
curſed from Chriſt” it is ſaid © muſt be un- 
« derſtood according to the Stile of the New 
« Teſtament, and can mean nothing leſs than 
ce 4 total Forfeiture of the Benefits of the G 1 
fel, or final Deſtruction itſelf.” 

There ſeems to be ſomething to except 
againſt, and ſomething to approve in the 
Judgment of each of theſe diſtinguiſhed 


Welker on the Points now under Conſide- 


i 


A 


c 


* 


* 


La) 


ration; but Both appear to have miſſed their 


Aim, that | is, to have failed of ſhewing the 
true genuine Scope and Meaning of the A- 
poſtle, by attending too cloſely to the Signi- 
fication of the Words aro Te Xfips, in- 
ſtead of fixing the right Notion, the preciſe 


and principal Meaning of the A N.,; the 


Curſe or Separation aro Ts XN; by pur- 
ſuing the firſt Point of Inquiry alone, inſtead 


of reflecting what may fairly be preſumed to 


have been he Senſe and Intention of the whole 
Phraſe, according to the Idiom of Sacred Writ, 

the Heads and Principles of the Oeconomy and 
Doctrine delivered by the Apoſtle, and le 


Cmplexion and Tenor of the Argument in the 


Context with which this Phraſe is joined. 
The former indeed of theſe Authors, by 


ſome Intimations he He has given of St. 


Paul's Example © going beyond the bounden 
« Duty of every Chriſtian,” and by ſpeaking of 
his 
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E 
his Affection to his Countrymen as © an In- 
« ſtance of Heroick Love, much reſembling 
ce our Bleſſed Saviour's, being almoſt above 
« Human, and coming as near to Divine 
ce as Fleſh and Blood was capable of doing; 


and again, calling this Inſtance © the near- 


« eſt to the Divine Pattern of any We ſhall 


« meet with;” from ſuch Intimations as 
theſe, I ſay, this worthy Author appears to 
have laid hold of the right Clue for the In- 
terpretation of the Text, yet without ſuffi- 


ciently fixing his Thoughts and dwelling 


upon ir. He ſeems to have had only a ſu- 


perficial tranſient Glimpſe of the Apoſtleꝰs 


Sentiment; nothing more than a very gene- 


ral Apprehenſion of the Pattern referred to, 


and hat either grounded upon, or upheld 


and ſupported by a wrong Scent ; namely 


ſuch a Signification of the Particle aro as is 
rather ſuppoſed, forced, and preſſed into the 


Service of his Solution, than aſcertained or 


warranted by any Authority. And this is the 
Defect or Difficulty under which this learned 
Author's Account of the Text as yet labours; 


for otherwiſe it might have obtained the 


Suffrage of the moſt reſpectable Critics, ſince 
in the Opinion of that judicious and eminent 
Preacher who tormerly objected to it, © it 
* would be very pertinent and weighty Senſe, 

« and 
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| te and would every Way ſuit the Context *; 
0 a Conceſſion which creates ſome Preſumption 
0 that it is the Senſe intended by the Apoſtle. 
j a Now this Defect may, I apprehend, be ſup- 
j plied, and the Senſe propoſed, be made out 
N and eſtabliſned in another Way; namely by 
|| a Specification of thoſe Afflictions and Suf- 
ferings, and of the principal Circumſtances 
j of them, which the Holy Apoſtle nap IN 
| Is THOUGHTS, when He declared that He 
| could be content 7o be accurſed for the Sake 
lil of his Brethren. For if from his Diſcourſe 
[it | in this Part of his Epiſtle, we can diſcover 
4 Reference to the Sufferings of Chriſt, in ef- 
tecting the great Work of our Redemption, 
and can by any ſolid Arguments ſhew that 1 
the Importance and Force of his Sentiment br 
doth mainly, yea altogether lie in this' Refe- 7 
rence to the Proceſs of our Bleſſed Lord's Suf- A 
ferings ; this will be a more concluſive Plea 
for the Interpretation here offered as the true 1 
genuine Senſe of this Place, and for ſub - 
poſing that St. Paul had his moſt gracious # 
Undertaking in his Mind as and for his Pat- 
N tern, than can be drawn from ſuch an unuſual 
j Senſe of the Particle aro as has not been, and, 
| it is preſumed, cannot be proved by any com- 
i petent Authority. 


| | See Dr. Detwell's Sermon on the Text, Page 12th. 
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Before J proceed in maintaining this Ac- 
count of the Text, it will be proper to take 
ſome further Notice of the Opinions of the 
two excellent Writers I am now ſpeaking 
of; and to introduce theſe Remarks by re- 
peating the Objection made by one of them 
to the Interpretation of the Words Avabeua 
ea, as fignifying the being devoted to tem- 
foral Puniſhment or Death; that the Advo- 
cates for this Senſe «© omit the principal 
39 * Circumſtance in the Wiſh, and take away 
Wo « at once both the Spirit and the Letter of 
it.“ This Obſervation is worthy of Re- 
J gard, and is indeed applicable to all the Ac- 
counts which have been offered of the 
1 Text; not excepting intirely that propoſed 
2 by Dr. Waterland; fince there is Reaſon to 
2 believe that even He had not a ſufficiently 
pal Part or Circumſtances in the Sufferings 
of Chriſt to which the Apoftle had a more 
immediate Reſpect, as being eminentiy the 
Anathema or Curſe, and from which his 
Sentiment derives ſuch an amazing Force and 
Energy. From a juſt Abhorrence of the 
common literal Acceptation the worthy Au- 
thor ſeems to have been under a ſcrupu- 
lous Fear of allowing the uſual Senſe to 
the Word eTo, which yet (inaſmuch as it is 
implied in the Pattern, taken, as it ought 
to 


clear and diſtin& Perception of the princi- 
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[ 16 J 
to be, entire and in its juſt Extent, which 
this Interpretation repreſents the Apoſtle to 
have had in view) is in effect admitted, and 


even recommended, as will hereafter more 


diſtinctly appear, by that very Expedient of 


a Reference to the Example of Chriſt, which 
was probably deſigned to obviate the ſup- 


poſed obnoxious Acceptation of this Parti- 


cle. From a like good Intention to preſerve 
the Pre-eminence of our Lord's Example, 


while the Apoſtle's e emphatical Manner 
* of Expreſſion” is believed to carry in 


« it no ordinary Degree of Affection, it 
is nevertheleſs ſuppoſed that He had not 
a Thought of coming up to the Exam- 
ple in any perfect Meaſure ;” and there- 
fore in the Concluſion of the Argument, 
though the Text is regarded as “ no com- 
« mon Proteſtation,” yet his Sentiment is 
imagined to bear a Reſemblance to the great 
Pattern, not fo much in reſpect of the Curſe 
and the Pains endured by the former, as in 
regard of the End for which, and the Condi- 
tion of the Perſons for whole Sake St. Paul 
would have ſubmitted to the Anathema ; in 
which Points the Example of our Lord's 
Love is a fit Pattern for the Imitation of all 
Chriſtians. The Fallacy therefore of this 
Account will be found in the putting the 
being devoted fo temporal Death as equivalent 

to 
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to the being made a Sacrifice of after the Ex- 
ample of Chriſt, or the being devoted to Death in 
like Manner as Chrift bad been. For from 
the whole complex Nature of the Sufferings of 
Chri/t, it will hereafter appear that the for- 
mer of theſe Expreſſions is equi vocal, and 
that the not marking the preciſe Importance 


ed Author to confound, and then to reduce 
and bring down the True Spirit of the Text, 


die in like Manner, and after Chriſt's Exam- 


bare Letter of it, the outward vifible Suffer- 
ing and Death of the Croſs; and to ſubſtitute 
thoſe Motives and Ends, and a Regard to the 
Relations He ſuſtained, by which it is the 
bounden Duty of every common Chriſtian to 
be affected, and which are intirely different 


that Conformity to the Poſſion of Chrift which 
had been happily laid down for the Ground- 
work of his edits. Thus through a par- 
tial or ſuperficial View of the Apoſtle's Mean- 


as thofe of his Love being almoſt above Hu- 

man, and coming as near to Divine as Fleſh 

and Blood was capable of doing, and by the 

Compariſon of his Wiſh with the ſuppoſed 

Matter of Moeſes's Petition, as fignifying 
D | 


temporal 
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of each of them ſeverally, hath led this learn- 


conſiſting in the Proteſtation of his Deſire to 


ple, for the Salvation of his Brethren, to the 


from the 1 itſelf, in the Place of 


ing, diſcoverable by ſuch qualifying Terms 
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1 81 
temporal, that is bodzly Death, the truly con- 
ſcientious Author hath diſguiſed and enerva- 


ted the proper Force and Tenor of his own 


Conſtruction; yea, and even diſſolved the 
moſt diſtinguiſhing and fundamental Prin- 
ciple of it, inſtead of eſtabliſhing a milder 


and leſs exceptionable Rendering of the Text. 


The ſame Kind of Overſight (proceeding, 
it ſhould ſeem, from a like Care to fave 


the Apoſtolical Character) is, if I miſtake 
not, to be detected in the Interpretation 


that is preferred, and the Account which 
is given by the other of theſe two eminent 


Divines; and may alſo be diſcerned in his 
Objections to the Senſe aſſigned by other 
Expoſitors. For when St. Paul is under- 
ſtood to wiſh Himſelf © accurſed in the 


« firifteſt and moſt literal,” that is, moſt in- 
tenſe, © Meaning of the Phraſe, if it were 


<« poſſible, if it were allowable, or if it 
« could be effectual to the Purpoſe deſign- 


„ed; and yet it is admitted that © ſuch 
« 4 State of endleſs Horror is what no Man, 


c and leaſt of all a Chriſtian. and an Apoſ- 


« tle. ought, or indeed can, ſeriouſly and 


« premeditatedly wiſh to Himſelf ;” and 


moreover that © the Apoſtle knew well 
te enough that neither of theſe Conditions 
attended the Thing He ſpoke of, and that 


« the very Manner of his ſpeaking ſhews 


« that 
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L 19. 4 
te that He did know it; and yet further, 
that He had in this very Diſcourſe d:/- 
e claimed the Thought of everlaſting Per- 
e dition in the ſtrongeſt Terms in which 
* He could well expreſs it; yea, and that 


He thought the being thus accurſed from 


N 


c 


A 


* 


<« to ſhew others the Horror of it, and as 
ee the Means of preſerving them from it;“ 


A 


Under theſe Reſtrictions and ſeemingly con- 


trary Preſumptions, the Suppoſition of a bare 
potential Inclination of ſuffering to that Ex- 


tremity may, I preſume, with all Reſpect to 


the worthy Author, be conſidered as rather 
approaching towards Incongruity, than as a 
Solution that is clearly reconcileable with 


theſe Premiſes; eſpecially fince a potential 


Inclination introduced and aſſerted by ſuch 


a ſolemn Aſſeveration and Appeal to the 8 earcher 


of Hearts, and with an expreſs Profeſſion of 
his Divine Inſpiration, ought to be regarded 
as little or nothing inferior to the ſubjecting 
Himſelf to actual Endurance of everlaſting 
Pains. e 

Now as in the aforementioned Inſtance 
the Source of the Error and Confuſion was a 
partial View of the Apoſtle's rea/ Meaning, 
and of what is implied in the Example of 
Chriſt's Sufferings; ſo in this laſt the Miſ- 
conſtruction itſelf and the Incongruity of 
1 Sentiment 
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Cbriſt, a Thing fit to be mentioned only 
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to the ſacred Oracles ; and which, both from 


1 


Sentiment which accompanies it, would have 
been prevented by diſtinguiſhing the popular 
Acceptation, if I may ſo term it, of being 
accurſed, from that Meaning and Spirit of 
the Phraſe which is idiomatical, or peculiar 


the Difficulties and Inconſiſtences attending 
the other Conſtructions *, by which all the 
Expoſitors of the Paſſage appear to have 
been more or leſs embaraſſed, and from the 
Weight and Harmony of the Arguments to 
be urged in Behalf of this Senſe, may reaſon- 
ably be thought the only Medium to diſco- 
ver the Apoſtle's Intention, and to reconcile 


the Text with the Principles of Natural and 
of Revealed Religion. 


Thus I have recited the common Accep- 
tations of this remarkable Paſſage, and have 


* Thus Wiiſius, after recounting the Difficulties attend- 
ing the ſeveral Interpretations of the Text, and laying down 
ſome Principles for ſaving the Apoſtolical Character, ob- 
ſerves, Hæc ut obtineant Interpretes, ſimulque allegatas 
ſypra Difficultates e medio removeant, multis ſe fatigant 
modis, abeuntque in diverſiſſima. Nonnulli in Deſigna- 
tione Temporis, Alii in Emollitione quadam et Diminutione 
Rei optatæ, Alu denique in Conditione quz in Voto ſubin- 
telligatur, Nifficultatum remotionem querunt. Audiamus Vi- 
ros aliquot eruditiſſimos, omnibuſque rite libratis, quid 
VEROPROAIMUM fit modeſte arbitremur. Sect. 
xxiii. From which, and alſo from the Manner of expreſſ- 
ing himſelf in ſeveral other Places, it is ſufficiently evident 


that he was net well ſatisfied with any of the Explications 
of this Paſſage. | 


endeavoured 


L 21 ] 


_ endeavoured to analyze the principal Ac- 
counts that have been given of it with the 


greater Nicety and Care, as well from a 
Senſe of the particular Conſideration that is 


due to the Sentiments and Characters of the 


excellent and much admired Authors, whoſe 


eminent Services in the common Cauſe of 


Religion, intitle their Writings to all Marks 
of Honour and Regard; as from a Perſua- 
ſion that, if theſe Accounts ſhould be found 


not altogether defenſible, the Expediency of 


a further Attempt to illuſtrate and to vindi- 
cate the Text and Meaning of St. Paul by 
the Propoſal of a different Senſe, ſupported 
by a difterent Series of Arguments and Ob- 


ſervations, will be exceedingly manifeſt ; and 


likewiſe that we ſhall be able to acquieſce 
with the fuller Satisfaction in this other Senſe 


of the Paſſage, which is both chi and 


literal, and which, I truſt, may be inſiſted 
upon as not barely ſuſtifiable, but as altoge- 
ther and unqueſtionably worthy of the Apoſ- 
tle. For as to what is ſuggeſted by One of 
the aforementioned and by other eminent 
and worthy Writers, that the intire Phraſe 
Avadeua aro Ts Xpips © according to the 
« Stile of the New Teſtament can mean 
ce nothing leſs than a total Forfeiture of the 
e Benefits of the Goſpel, or final Deſtruction 
« itſelf,” I think it will preſently appear ol 

| | This 
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This is not the only Acceptation of this Wiſh 
that will ſufficiently anſwer to the Force of 


the Terms, but that it is capable of another 
Senſe, which will perfectly well accord with 


the Principles and the Language of Holy Scrip- 


ture, and with every Conſideration that is fit 
to be applied as the Teſt of its Propriety. 

But the ſtating the full and. true Meaning 
of the Apoſtle, and the Grounds of my In- 
terpretation, with a further Enforcement of 
the Objections to the moſt common Ac- 
count of the Text, will furniſh ſufficient 
Matter for a ſeparate Diſcourſe. 
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ROMANS IX. z. 


For I could wiſh that Myſelf were an 


curſed from Chrift, for my Brethren, 
my Kinſmen according to the Fleſh. 


have been given of the Text, and ſhewn 
the Objections to which they are liable; 
and having thus prepared the Way for 
propoſing what I take to be the true genuine 
inſpired Senſe of this remarkable Paſſage, I 
muſt beg Leave to lay down, and apply to 
the Support of my Interpretation, at preſent 
as little more than preſumptive Arguments, 
theſe two Premiſes : the Reaſonableneſs and 
Grounds of which muſt be judged of from 
what ſhall be offered in the enfuing Part of 
theſe Diſcourſes ; namely, that ſome Thought 
or Condition not expreſſed in the Text muſt 
be ſupplied to qualiſy the Phraſe of being ac- 


curſed. from Chriſt, and to difplay the Apoſ- 


tle's full Senſe and Meaning; and ſecondly, 
that this Phraſe Ara S &T0 TE Xptov is to 
be underſtood according to its plain literal 
5 ; Import, 
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Import, and cannot be more juſtly rendered 


than in the Words of our-Verſion, accurſed 


or ſeparated from Chriſt. An Expreſſion This, 


which needs not to be covered or diſguiſed, but 


only to be explained by the Principles of the 


Chriſtian Revelation; ſince, rightly under- 
ſtood, it will be found to be ſo far from pre- 
ſumptuous and ſhocking, as to redound moſt 


ſuperlatively to the Honour of the Apoſtle, 


even beyond all Compariſon, and all Ima- 
gination. It is alſo proper to give the Reaſon 
why the Apoſtle uſes the Term accurſed from 
Chriſt rather than accurſed from God; namely, 
becauſe we are accepted only in the Beloved, 
and without Him are, under the Sentence in- 
curred by our firſt Parents for themſelves and 
their Poſterity, already Children of Wrath, and 


accurſed from God. Which Conſideration 


ſhews the great TJuſineſs of his Expreſſion, 
and the peculiar Propriety of his delivering 
himſelf in that very Form of Words he has 


uſed. For if, as J am going to obſerve, by being 


 ACCURSED was meant the being DEPRIVED 


or ALL SENSE of thoſe Spiritual Bleſſings 
which He enjoyed only in and by Chrift 


Jeſus, this Phraſe of being accurſed from 
Chriſt was evidently the beſt adapted to 


his Sentiment; and, I doubt not, muſt 
appear ſo to All who conſider he Grounds 


and Scheme of the Chriſtian Doctrine and 


Diſpenſation. 


6-44 1 


Diſpenſation #. Let us ſuppoſe the Apoſtle 


then, according to the moſt exact Tranſlation 
that can be given of the Text, to expreſs Him- 


ſelf in our Language, in theſe Words, or to this 
Effect; I could wiſh, that is, I could / 


7⁰ God, or pray, that I Myſelf were 70 be ac- 
curſed from Chriſt, that is, for the Sake or 
Benefit of my Brethren my Kinſmen accord- 
ing to the Fleſh : Which is as much as to 
ſay, I could even wiſh to forfeit that bleſſed 
State in Chriſt to which I have been call- 
ed, and to be accurſed or ſeparated from Him, 


or from the Love of God which is in Chriſt, 


as He had expreſſed Himſelf in the laſt 


Words of the preceding Chapter juſt before 
my Text: Or the Text may be thus tranſ- 
lated; For I Myſelf could with to be ac- 
curſed from Chriſt : Which Arrangement 


of the Words is, I think, preferable to the 


other Diſpoſition of. them, as correſponding 
more exactly to the Original, whilſt it alſo 
more plainly refers to ſome other Perſon 


who was or had been accurſed. 


Beſides theſe Remarks, it may alſo be wor- 


thy of Notice that when the Apoſtle ſays, I 
could wiſh e, fo be accurſed, or made a Curſe 
or expiatory Sacrifice, the true and full Mean- 
ing of e is, that t? were Paſſble: to be; for 
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[ 26 ] 
directly and immediately to wiſh a Thing 
that is a known Impaſſibility, is irrational, or 
incompatible with the Conſtitution of an in- 
telligent Nature ; but it is no Abſurdity or 
Contradiction to wiſh that a Thing were 
poſſible that zs not ſo; for ſuch a Wiſh is 
the natural Working and Language of a 
Heart ready to fink under the Preſſure of 
Afflictions, without Hope of Deliverance, and 


is alſo expreſſive of a yet more inflamed and 
intenſe Pitch of Affection. To ſpeak with 


Preciſion then, the Condition which the Ex- 


poſitors ſuppoſe to accompany the Verb Hu- 
Neun, is, though not literally expreſſed yet 
virtually and really contained in the Word 
£1yai, and is a Part of the With, or is the 


very Thing St. Paul abſolutely wiſhes; and 
then, upon Suppoſition of its Effect, it is 


implied that He would gladly become their 
Subſtitute, that the Iniquities of them all, and 
the Chaſtiſement of their Peace might be laid 
upon Him. The primary Thought terminates 
in this final Purpoſe, and therefore I ſhall not 


think it neceſſary critically to diſtinguiſh them 


in the remaining Part of theſe Diſcourſes, 
but ſuppoſe myſelf at Liberty to ſpeak of the 
Apoſtle s Wiſh either according to this Form, 


or according to the common Acceptation of 
his Words. 


The next Enquiry is concerning the pre- 


iſ 


I 
_ 


FL 0, 


ciſe Idea or Notion of being accurſed, which 
being ſuppoſed to have been already known, 
or however to be diſcoverable from the Prin- 


ciples or general Doctrine of the Goſpel Re- 


velation, is, not expreſſed, but implied, couch- 
ed, and intended to be Juggeſied by the Apoſ- 
tle under this Phraſe in my Text : — What 


Thought it contains that is conſiſtent with the 


Character of an inſpired Apoſtle, and with 
the Letter and Spirit of the Text? And This 
is to be aſcertained by comparing the general 
Terms of this Text with other Paſſages of 
the ſame Holy Writ, where the Notion, the 
End, and the Manner of being accurſed, or 


made a Curſe is ſet forth in more particular 


and circumſtantial Expreſſions. It is gene- 
rally agreed, as has been before remarked, 
that the Word Ave S by itſelf does not 
conſtantly denote final everlaſiing Ruin, or 
Deſtruction; but it has been ſuppoſed to 


carry this Meaning when joined with «To 


Ts Xp. But now, if there be undeni- 


ably 2 ſcriptural Senſe of being accurſed from 
God, which does not imply final everlaſt- 
ing Deſtruction, and yet denotes not merely 
temporal bodily Suffering or Miſery, but a 
great deal more than what is commonly 
meant when we ſpeak of the Afflictions of 
this World and of our preſent Life in con- 
tradiſtinction from thoſe that are Spiritual or 
x E 2 Eternal ; 
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Eternal ; then there will be no Neceſhty of 


underſtanding the With in my Text, to be 


accurſed from Chriſt, in ſuch a Senſe as ſhall 
either fall ſhort of the Force of the Letter, 
or elſe on the other Hand be irreconcileable 
with the Principles of Nature, of Reaſon, 
and of Religion. Now this middle Notion, as 


it may be called, of being accurſed has a ſure 


Foundation in Holy Writ, and is ſo familiar 
there, and particularly in St. Paul's Epiſtles, 
that I doubt not many Perſons will go before 
me, and anticipate the Interpretation which 
Jam about to offer. This then I propoſe as 
a juſt Explanation of the Apoſtle's Sentiment 
or Wiſh that it were poſſible for Him 10 be 
accurſed from Chriſt; namely, that ſuppoſing 


it poſſible that they could have Redemption 
through his Blood, He could then for the 


Sake of his Hirethren with to be aually ac- 
curſed from Chriſt in the ſame Manner as 
Chriſt is ſaid to have been accurſed from 
God. For the Apoſtle a little before the 
Text is ſpeaking of God's ſparing not his 
own Son, but delivering Him up, that is, 
making Him a Curſe, for us all; and having 
in a ſummary Way celebrated the unſpeak- 
able Benefits obtained by his moſt precious 
Sacrifice and Interceſſion for us, He next 
expreſſes the Greatneſs of his Concern and 
Sorrow on Account of his Unbelieving Bre- 


thren. 


7, 43 
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thren. Hence it 1s probable, yea it 1s more 
than probable, that tbe Sacrifice of Chrift 
and the Benefits thereof, which inmediqtely 
precede this Wiſh, was the Thought ul per- 
* in the Apoſile's Mind, and was intro- 
ductory to it: And the Matter intended and 
:mflied, but not expreſsly mentioned in this 
With, I take to be the whole Manner and 
Circumſtances of Chriſt's being made Sin and 
a Curſe, and molt eſpecially the bitter fprri- 
tual Anguiſh and Pains of the Curſe inflicted 
upon Him. By ſupplying and bringing into 
View theſe Circumſtances, as implied or. ta- 
citly contained in the Wiſh, and exhibiting 
the Whole of the Apoſtle's Meaning or Sen- 
timent, I preſume both the Spirit and the 
Letter of the Text will be preſerved, with- 
out ſuppoſing Him willing to ſubmit to @ 
total Forfeiture of the Benefits of the Goſpel 


Diſpenlation, or final Deſtruction itſelf. And 


how now, or in what Manner, or with what 


peculiar Circumſtances was Chriſt accurſed 


from God? Why not only by his Crucifix- 


ion, (for the bodily Pains and Death on the 
Croſs were not the moſt exquiſite and bitter 
Part of tbe Curſe) but by being fo deprived 
of all Senſe of God's Love and Favour, fo af- 
flicted and oppreſſed, ſo ticken and ſmitten 
with a Senſe of the Divine Wrath and Indig- 


nation, when He was wounded for our Tranſ- 


greſſions, 


- _— 2 — — 
— - _— aw — 
— — —  w——_— + — . 
— a i ä —— — = 


dergo in order to their Converſion and Salva- 


1 
gregſions and bruiſed for our Iniquities, as in 
the inconceiveable Agony of his Soul to cry 


out, My God, my God, why haſt thou forſaken 
Me ! enduring every poſſible Degree of Mi- 


ſery and Spiritual Deſertion that was ſhort 
of Deſperation. Now this was not merely a 


ſecular Suffering; it was not what is ordi- 


narily meant by any the ſevereſt temporal 
Afflictions that are common to Men in this 
Life, nor yet was it an everlaſiingly accurſed 
State; but it was a mixed, a finite, yet with- 


all a ſpiritual Miſery, or Travail of the Soul, 
as the Scripture ſpeaks; a Condition made 


up of the laſt Extremity of ineftable Grief 
and Perturbation, Horror and Anguith, aw- 
ful Fear and Conſternation, Diſtreſs and Hea- 
vineſs even unto Death, In regard to this 
State of Spiritual Deſertion and Anguiſh eſpe- 
cially, more terrible than all other Terrors, 
Chriſt the Lord of Glory is ſaid to have been 
made a Curſe for us; the Word Karapa car- 
rying preciſely the ſame Senſe as AraSeua ; 
for the Kartapa or Curfe of the Law, from 
which He has redeemed Us, is the AyaSeuax 
or Separation aro Os, Now when an Apoſ- 
tle of Jeſus Chriſt would expreſs the Intenſe- 


neſs of his Concern and Sorrow for the de- 


plorable Eſtate of his Countrymen, and the 
great Things He could be contented to un- 


tion, 
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tion, even to the greateſt poſſible Degree of 
Suffering, (for this is certainly denoted by 


the Word AvaSta) what Afflictions can 


He more reaſonably be ſuppoſed to have had 


in view than thoſe of his Redeemer ? or 
what Sufferings could the Chriſtian Churches 
to whom He wrote, more reaſonably ſuppoſe 
Him to have reſpe& to in this Declaration 
than the Sufferings of Chriſt, of which He 
was continually telling Them from day to 
day? eſpecially ſince but a few Verſes before 
the Text He had been ſpeaking of God's 
delivering up his Son, that is, making Him 
a Curſe, for our Redemption, and magnify- 
ing the Grace and Benefits thereby imparted 
to us. And though He knew it was neither 
poſſible nor fit that any Man ſhould make 
Agreement unto God for the Soul of bis Bro- 
ther, yea knew that it would have been the 
moſt impious Sacrilege to ſuppoſe that there 
remained any Sacrifice or Ranſom for Sin after 


the Offering of the Body of Jeſus Chriſt once 


for all; yet ſuch a Declaration as this, of 


his Willingneſs to become a Sacrifice Him- 
ſelf for his Kinſmen, was the highe/t con- 
cetvable Expreſſion of his vehement unſpeak- 
able Concern and Love for Them, as well as 


of his moſt earneſt Deſire and ardent Zeal 
to advance the Glory of God in the Salva- 


tion of his peculiar People. He knew that 


at 
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it was his Duty, , He could thereby {= 
cure their Salvation, 20 lay down hrs "Lifp 
448 for the Brethren ; c to ſuffer the extremeſt 
* « Pains for a Seaſon to redeem 7hem from 2 
ih <« everlaſting Perdition;“ and thus to lay 2 
i it down, thus to make his own Soul an O,. 2 
5 fering and a Sacrifice to God for them, was, 
[8 to apply his Words on another Occafion, 
i (and in his own Language, becauſe no other 
ih can expreſs their whole Force and Energy) 
„ va bre eis ure Fapos ôA Y- 
i us towards Them, as well as to Humſelf 
. 445 Up Cob £15 UTE Conn ,õ⁰tjẽjU“ Ba pos A 
AoEnm. Thus interpreted, the Paſſage now Y 
dar Conſideration is a very extraordinary A 
* Wiſh, being contrary to the Bent of Na- 1 
„ ture left to itſelf; and with regard to zhe 9 
il End and Motive of it, the Glory of God. 3 
Un in the Salvation of the Jeuiſb People, a very 

heroick and laudable one; indeed the moſt | 
I ſo that can be imagined ; yet being confiſtent |? 
FO with the Hope, or rather full Aſſurance, that s 
ITa»popopier which He often mentions; of his 3 
own final Salvation and the Eternal Enjoy- 
'\ ment of God, it ſeems to be within the 
mal Poſſibility of a rational Creature's, or how 
5 ever of the Chriſtian's Reſignation of Him- 
ſelf, whilſt directed and aſſiſted from above, 
Wy and looking to Jeſus the Author and Finiſher 
1 of his Faith, and to the ſpiritual Recompence 


: 
i Fr | tt) 7 


18 
"4+ 
{ | 
$ U 
1 
1 
i 
"itt: 
: 
1 
$1431 
ih 
' 
1 
10 
if 
1 
uh 
. 


— "OE ICI 
* en E 8 , 
——— — — ——— 


. 1 

fet before Him. Whereas with regard to that 

other Interpretation which, ſetting this aſide, 

alone comes up to the Force of the Words, 

it can never be admitted that final and total 
irreverſible Deſtrufion or Miſery, an ever- 

laſtingly accurſed State from the Preſence of 
God, is either @ poſſible Wiſh to any Crea- 

ture, or, if poſſible, free from Crime, becoming, 

or defen/ible, for any End whatſoever ; the 
Enjoyment of God being to every Creature a 
greater Good, a greater Bleſſing, not only 
than any, but than all other defirable Objects 
whatſoever put together; and indeed he 
very ultimate End for which every Man is 

created. 
So that 1 apprehend the Apoſtle, ſetting 


before Himſelf the Sufferings of Chriſt for the 


Salvation of Mankind, and overwhelmed with 
Grief in contemplating the deplorable State 
of thoſe who rejected ſo great Salvation, to 
declare Himſelf according to this Senſe and 
Purport; I ſay the Truth in Chrift, I lie not, 
my Conſcience alſo bearing me Witneſs in the 
Holy Ghoſt, that is, under the - Influence and 
Guidance of the Holy Ghoſt, (by the Way, 


can He be imagined to introduce in theſe 


Terms, or can the Holy Ghoſt, the Spirit of 


Chriſt, whoſe Office and Work is to Fectuate 
to 1 and feal us unto the Day of. Redemp- 
F 


tion, 
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our myſtical Union with Chrift and God, and 
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tion; can this Spirit be ſuppoſed to ſuggeſt to 
1 St. Paul, with ſuch a Preface, a Declaration 
Il - | that He could wiſh to be finally and irrever- 1 
fibly accurſed from Chrift for any End? whillt 4 
in the ſame Breath He profeſſes Himſelf, as ; 

it ſhould ſeem, in direct Oppoſition to ſuch a 
* Thought, and as if it were on purpoſe to ob- 

66 bvioeate any ſuch Conſtruction, to ſpeak the [ 
| Truth IN CHRIST, that is, as a Member of | 
i Chriſt, and an Heir of his Kingdom ; for this 

14 Senſe the immediately preceding rapturous |: 

Wi Exultation, and alſo the frequent undoubted d 
. Meaning of the Expreſſion in other Parts of ; 

Io Holy Scripture *, and eſpecially in St. Paul's 4 
own Writings, does even dictate to us) ht 

11 T have great Sorrow and continual Heavineſs 
I: in mine Heart. And then, to ſhew the 
3 Greatneſs of his Sorrow by the Effect of it, 

: He goes on, Far I could wiſh that it were paſ+ 
|. fible for Myſelf to be devoted or accurſed from 
Ws Chriſt; or, as I have obſerved, the Words 
Us may be more exactly and more pertinently 
13 rendered, I Myſelf could wiſh to be accurſed 
or ſeparated from Chriſt ; or, according to the 


* See many Inſtances in Chap. xv. of St. Jehn's Goſpel; 
0 and in St. Paul's Epiſtles, Rom. xii. 5. xvi. 7, 9, 11. 
. 1 Corinth. in. 1. 2 Corinth. i. 21. ii. 17. v. 17. Xii. 
5 2, 19. Galat. i. 22. Epheſ. i. 3, 10. Philip. i. 13. 
. Coloſs. ii. 5. 1 Theſſal. iv. 16. 1 Tim. ii. 7. where St. 
1 Paul, after aſſerting his Apoſtleſhip, uſes the fame Form of 
Words, 1 /þeak the Truth in Chriſt, I lie not. 
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Scripture 12 a little before, 70 be de- 
hivered ap, JI mean in the ſame Manner or 
Degree that Chriſt was accurſed from God, 
by Tring ſo deprived of the bliſsful Senſe of 
Gad. s Love and Favour, and firicken with 
fach a Senſe of the Divine Wrath and In- 
digunation, and reduced for a Time to ſuch a 
Condition of ſpiritual Deſertion and Anguiſh, 
as my Bleſſed Saviour Himſelf endured, if This 
could be effectual to the Salvation of my Bre- 
thren, for whom as well natural Attachments, 
as Conſcience of Duty towards God and to- 
Wards them, inſpire me with the moſt ten- 
der, the moſt affecting Love and Concern. 
This, I think, is FULFILLING the Command- 
ment, To love one another as Chriſt hath loved 
us ; and ſtronger Love to his Brethren, or 
more ardent Zeal for God's Glory, I may 
affirm, no Man has, no Man can have, than 
thus to lay down' his Life, thus to pour out 
bis Soul unto Death, and reſign up his whole 
Spirit, Soul, and Body an Offering for theſe 
moſt noble and worthieſt Purpoſes. 
There are Two Arguments ftill to be op- 
poſed to the moſt rigorous Interpretation of 
the Text, which, being quite decifive, de- 
ſerve to be mentioned, or, not to forget the 
preceding Topicks in which they are com- 
prized, to be ſomewhat improved and en- 
larged upon, before J proceed to the fur- 
| F 3 „ 
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ther Support and Confirmation of the Senſe 


in which I have expounded it. The one 


of theſe Arguments will ſhew the Un/awful- 
neſs of the Wiſh in that Acceptation of it; 
that it is unworthy of the Apoſtle, and in- 
compatible with the Rule of Duty which 
Himſelf hath delivered : The other will de- 
monſtrate nothing leſs than the Inpaſſibility 
of it; by which I mean, not the Incredibi- 


lity that a Perſon of St. Paul's Principles and 


Character ſhould be capable of forming ſuch 


a Wiſh, (the Proof of which Point will be 


included in the firſt Argument) but fimply 
and ſingly this, abſtractedly from all reſpect 
to the Charafer of St. Paul, that ſuch a 
Wiſh is not within the Sphere of Poſſibility. 


The firſt Aſſertion, of the Unlawfulneſs of 


the Wiſh in the moſt rigorous Acceptation, 
and its Inconfiftency with St. Paul's Rule of 


Duty, will be confirmed by reflecting that 


there is neither Precept in Holy Writ to 
warrant, nor Example to countenance ſuch 
a Wiſh. From hence We are to form our 
Judgment of what is conſiſtent with the 
Intention of an Apoſtle, in expreſs, yea in 
moſt emphatical Terms declaring Himſelf 
in this very Paſſage to write by Inſpiration, 
and to ſay the Truth in Chriſt. 

I am ſenſible, and have indeed taken No- 
tice that Moſes's Petition in the 32d Chapter 
15 | of 


WED. 


=” 4 e ST 
of Exodus, that God would forgive the Sin'of 
the People in worſhipping the Golden Calf, 
or elſe blot Him out of his Book, has been 
compared with this Wiſh of St. Paul; and, 
according to the common Acceptation of each, 
there is ſome Reſemblance between them. 
Here I beg leave to aſſert that the true 
Meaning and Reference of this Petition has 
alſo been miſtaken, and is totally different 
from the Senſe which has been given of it 
by the Generality of the Expoſitors, if not 
by every one of them; as it was my Inten- 
tion to prove, and not to have reſted in the 


bare Aſſertion, if ſuch an Enlargement could 


have been made without breaking in too 
largely upon my Subject, and exceeding the 
proper Limits of theſe Diſcourſes. But the 
further Proſecution of the Obſervations which 
tend more immediately to ſubvert that harſh 
Interpretation I am oppoſing, and to eluci- 
date the true Meaning of the Text of St. 
Paul, obliging me to wave the Diſcuſſion of 
that Paſſage, which cannot be comprized in 
few Words, I pruceed to make good my 
Poſition, that the former of theſe Accepta- 
tions is unworthy of the Apoſile, and incom- 
patible with his own Rule of Religion. 

I readily ſubſcribe to the Apoſtle's Senti- 
ment, that it 7s good to be always zealouſly af- 
feeted in a good Thing ; but then, not to 


mention 
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38 } 
mention how improbable it is that He ſhould 


make an gſematious Shew of Zeal for the 


Salvation of his Brethren, by declaring Him- 
ſelf willing to undergo more for their Sake, 
in reſpect of thœh Duration of his Sufferings, 
and the intolerable Anguiſh of Deſpair, than 
even Chriſt our Head himſelf ſuſtained for 
us; I ſhall be juſtified in aſſerting that, had 


his Intention been really ſuch, it had been 


fo far from being an Inſtance of ſound De- 
votion, or of that Charity which fulfills the 
Law of God, that the very Thought would 


have been highly culpable, and reproach- 
able as a Trangreſſion of his own Admoni- 


tion, whereby He condemns all Refinements 
in Religion, all pretended Services and Signs of 
Homage, . however fpecious or extraordinary, 
which are not commanded or warranted b 

God's revealed Word, as Ads of ſuperſtitious 
Will-Worſhip and affected Humility that are 
offenfrove to the Divine Majefty, and will not 
allow them to be Expreflions of that pure 
and undefiled Religion which is the Work of 


of the Holy Spirit ordering the good Man's 


Steps, Po 4 making IS V. ay acceptable unto 


Himſelf. 


But there is yet hos Argument which 


will vindicate the Apoſtle from the Impiety 


of wiſhing to Himſelf a State of everlaſt- 


fuch 
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fuch a Wiſh is not within the Compaſs of 


Pojouhity. Which will appear from conſi- 


dering that 


The Author of our Being has wiſely im- 
planted in the Nature of every Man, an in- 


vincible Deſire of Self-Preſervation and Hap- 
pineſs; and © however raſhly ſome may pro- 
ceed, through the Violence of preſent 
« Temptations, in the Path that leads to 
« final Miſery, yet no Man can feriouſty and 


* premeditatedly 0:/þ to Himſelf ſuch an 


« irreverſible State.” For this Defire of Self- 


Preſervation and Happuneſs is the very firſt 


Dittate and flrongeft Impreſſion of Nature, 


written in every Man's Heart, and neceſſarily 
determines Him to conſult his own Safety 
and Well-Being. Necefſarily, I ſay; for it 
ſhould be obſerved that natural Principles 
affect us not only in the ſame Manner as 
moral Arguments gain upon us, by inclining 


the Affections, yet not over-powering the 


Will; but they conſtrain us by their own pro- 


per immediate F orce, ſo entirely as to leave 


no Room for Deliberation and Choice whe- 
ther they ſhall be complied with or not. 
In a Word, tbe Defire of Selj-Preſervation 
and jinal Happineſs, as it is the moſt radicni, 
ſo is it an invincible Principle vr Affection 
in our Nature. Now the Wiſh in the Text, 


underſtood in the mot rigorous Senſe, car- 
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ries in it a manifeſt Contradiction to this 14- 


tural irreſiſtible Principle ; and therefore this 


Acceptation of it muſt be given up, not only 


as very offenſive and ſhocking, but as im- 


puting to the Apoſtle an Impoſſibility, or a 
Wiſh againſt the whole Bent and Derermi na- 
tion of Nature. 

We may conclude then that all nnn 
in behalf of this Acceptation are fallacious 
and inſufficient, and that the Apoſtle's Wiſh 
ought to be expounded in a Senſe reconcile- 
able with 2 171 and lawful Love to Himſelf; 
which, while it is ſubordinated to the Love 
of the Supreme Being, is alſo compatible 
with thoſe Regards which Nature,' Reaſon 


end Religion concur in preſcribing to all Men 


as their mo/? commanding Principles, and their 
ultimate End, and final Good. 


I will cloſe this Diviſion of my Subject 


with ſome undoubted Axioms collected from 


a Diſſertation of an excellent Author upon 
the Text, which will ſhew that the Senſe of 


the Wiſh which I have been oppoſing, 
though. admitted by this learned Author 
Himſelf, yet is not tenable; and will at 
the ſame Time give Weight and Value to 
that other Acceptation of it here offered, 
which is more conſiſtent with his Propoſi- 
tions, and alſo fully anſwerable both to the 


Energy and Force of the Apoſtle's Phraſe, 


and 


AT 


had wo 


7 7 


41 
and to the Pomp and Dignity of the Preface 
and Appeal with which this extraordinary 


With is uſhered in. 


Theſe are his Rules, conformably to 
which the Apoſtle's Sentiment ought to 


be - expounded : 


We are not obliged by any Law of God 


to promote the Salvation of our Neighbour 
in Preference to our own. And in ano- 
ther Place He takes Notice that no ſuch 
Obligation can be inferred from the Exam- 
ple of Chriſt. For, beſides that by his vo- 
luntary taking upon Himſelf the peculiar 
Character of a Mediator, or merciful and 


Faithful High-Prieft in Matters pertaining 


40 God, He obliged Himſelf to many Things 
which are not incumbent upon #s by the 


| Law of brotherly Charity; it is certain that 


Chriſt neitner was, nor deſired to be ac- 
curſed in that Senſe in which Some (and 
among Theſe the Author from whom theſe 
Rules are extracted) have underſtood St. Pauls 
With. On the contrary, it was for the Joy 
: | 5 that 

Nulla Lege Divina Proximi Salutem querere jubemur ante 


noftram. —— Nec Chriſti Exemplum ultra quam par eff urgeri 
comvenit, Præterguam enim quod multa hic fecerit Chriſtus, 


non preciſe qua Homo, ex Lege communis Charitatis ; /e 


qua Mediator, Virtute ſingularis ac voluntariæ Sponſionis, 
que non ita trahentla ſunt in Exemplum, certe negue Voto, negue 
reip/a Anathema e Senſu fuit quem Pauli fuiſſe diſfutavimus. 
Sciebat euim Chriſtus Se, peſt praviſſimam quidem, ſed parvi 
G T emporis 
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that was ſet before Him that He was content 
to taſte Death for every Man; and it was 
the Reverſion of that exceeding and eternal 


Weight of Glory and Honour wherewith 


his ſpotleſs ſuffering Nature was to be crown- 
ed, as the Author of Eternal Salvation; it 
was for this Recompence of Reward, that 
He . patiently endured to be made perfect 


through Sufferings ; and indeed it is This 


that vindicates the Fitneſs of offering and 
accepting a vicarious Expiation, conſidered 
as ſuch. So that no Argument, as this 
worthy Author admits, can be drawn from 
the Example of our great Repreſentative, to 
ſhew that it is a/lowable for any one to wiſh 
that He might purchaſe the Salvation of 
others by the everlaſting Perdition of Himſelf. 

And in another Place He lays down, be- 
{ſides ſome other Conſiderations leſs material 
to my Argument, theſe following Principles; 
That there is an Holy Love of ourſelves that 


is not at all repugnant to the Love of God, 


but only ſubordinate to it; and that We do 
not love ” God the leſs fincerely becauſe We 
preſerve 


T emporis Paſſionem, ut Principem Salutis, Gloria et Honore 
coronatum iri; . quod patty convento determinatum erat, Ergo 
ne hoc f uidem Exemplo evincitur optandum nobis efſe ut aliorum 

Salutem noſtri æterna Damnatione redimamus. © 
Sanctus noſtri Amor puriſſiimo, putiſſimogue Dei Amori non re- 
pugnat, fed ei ſubordinatur, Quamobrem non ideo minus Deum 
diligimus 
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43 1 
preſerve this upright and well regulated 
Love to Ourſelves. For fince God is gra- 
ciouſly pleaſed to invite Us to Communion 
with Himſelf, as our chief Good, We are 
bound to deſire and thirſt after it, as, firſt of 
all, from a Principle of Love to God, who 
expects us to embrace the proffered Bliſs with 
the moſt intenſe Alacrity and Gratitude, fo 
alſo from a Principle of Love to Ourſelves, 
which conſtrains us earneſtly to apply Our- 
ſelves to the Care of our own Salvation. 
And ſince the very Deſire of Salvation is it- 
ſelf an holy Affection and well pleaſing to 
God, the actual Renunciation of it can ne- 
ver become a Duty. 

After This, in Confutation of an extra- 
vagant Notion which had been advanced by 
a very eminent and pious Perſon, it is in- 
ſiſted upon that the Author of our Being by 
conſtituting our Nature in ſuch Manner that 
We neceſſarily abhor and decline That which 
We know to be the greateſt Evil to Us, 
and as neceſſarily defire That which We 

take 


diligimus, quod et nos ipſos rite atque ordine diligamus. Quands 
zpitur Deus ſui Communionem ut ſummum noſtrum Bonum no- 
bis proponit et offert, tenemur illam diligere et deſiderare er 
Principio Amoris Dei, qui Jufſit ut eam oblatem cum ſumma 
grati Animi Alacritate accipiamus : ſed et ex Principio Amoris 
noftri eo nos impellentis, ut et propriæ Saluti operemur, Et 

guum Deſiderium Salutis ſantum fit Decque gratum, uſu wenire 
uon poteſt ut ei renunciandum fit. | 
G 2 Indifferentis 
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take to be our chief Good, has rendered an 


Indiſerence about everlaſting Salvation or 


Perdition, and that Favour or Diſpleaſure 
of the Supreme Being which accompany 
theſe ſeveral States, at once in Theory cri- 
minal, and in Fact impoſſible, From whence 
it may certainly be argued a fortiori that 
the Wiſb or Defire of everlaſting Miſery and 
Deſtruction from the beatifick Preſence of 
God, on any View whatſoever, would be 
far more groſsly criminal, as it is yet more 
glaringly impeſſible. . 

The 


Indifferentia circa æternam Salutem et Damnationem pror- 


Jus impeſſibilis eft ; et fi poſſibilis Et effet witio/a et in- 
juriofſa Deo. | Ergo a fortiori Deſiderium /empiternz Miſeriæ 
etiam impoſſibile eſt; et fi poſſebile faret, vitigſum effet et inju- 
rioſum Dec.] Nam quum Natura Hominis ita comparata, et 
ab ipſo Deo ereara fit, ut ab co quod ſummum fibi malum 
ele nevit, inſociabiliter abhorreat, et id quod ſub ſummi Boni 
Jpecie ſibi obwerſatur, indeclinabiliter appetat; fiori non poteſt 
wt Voluntas circa tam contraria Objedta indifferenter Se habeat. 
At finge indifferenter ſe habers Tum certe ſummam Infuriam 
facit Deo, cujus Favorem et Communionem haud &quo' Pretze 
e/timat, et cujus Odium et Iram non pertimeſcit. Audio ſolam 


Dei Veluntatem efſe quæ noſtram inclinet ad Alterutrum. At 
- bac perpetua et conſtans Dei Voluntas eff, primum Naturæ 


bumanæ {infita, deinde in Evangelio patefadta, ut Homo Ra- 
tione ſua utens nolit ee æternum Mijer, velit efſe æternum 


Beatus. [Ergo Miferiz ſempiterne Deſiderium inipelſibile e.] 


Non vexat Deus Dilectos ſibi, et Diligentes ſe, ab/urdis iſtiuſmodi 
Dueftiunculis : Fili, f wellem Te, adeo nunc Me amantem, in 
eeternum Amore meo excludere, an iſti Voluntati mee tacitus 
acguieſceres? Foretne Tibi in indifferenti Amor wel Odium 
wenm Apage veſanas Abſurditates. 


Huc 


Hur. 
The Concluſion and Sum of his Axioms 
therefore He thus repreſents; That We 
ought to love God for the Sake of Himſelf 


and his Perfections above all Things; and 


Ourſelves next to God, and in Subordina- 
tion to Him; and as this holy and well 
regulated 1 of Ourſelves does not in the 
teaſt derogate from the maſt pure and re- 
fined Love of God; ſo God does never put 
'Thoſe who thus fincerely love Him into 
fuch a State of Suſpence between a Regard 


to Hs Will and Glory on the one Hand, 


and their own Salvation on the other, that 
They thould have need to determine their 
Will and Choice to the One of theſe Ob- 


jets, ſince He has made them neee 


from each other. 
Which Axioms my Author is perſuaded 


will recommend themſelves to any plain 


unaffected Judgment, and in 4 Practice 


agreeable thereto, ſays He, conſiſts that 
Charity which the Goſpel preſcribes to Us. 
« Hac Simplicitati noſtræ ſufficiunt, et in 


« hHorum 


Huc denigue Res omnis redi! ; Deum propter Se ifſum ama n- 
dum ee Super omnia; Noſmet iþſos nobis guoque amandos efſe 
ſub Deo, et in ordine ai Deum Ft uti ſanctus et bene ordina- 
tæs Amor Noflri nibil derogat puriſſimo Amori Dei; ita Deus 
nunquam Amantes ſui inter ſuam Voluntatem et Gena 46 
una Parte, et Ipſorum Salutem ab altera, velut Ancipites call;- 
cat, ut alterutrun Lgſis eligendum | , guum utrumque inſepara- 
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1 Writer, He is inferior, perhaps, to none. 


[ 46 | 
ce horum Axiomatum Praxi ſita eff Chari- 
ce tas Evangelica. | 


biliter junxerit. Hæc Simplicitati noſtre ſufficiunt, et in ho- 
rum Axiomatum Praxi ſita et Charitas Evangelica. 
Vitſii Exercitatio de Votivo Anathemate Pauli. 


t Thoſe who are acquainted with the Writings of this 


4 Author need not be informed of their Value and Merits. 


But though He may not have ſucceeded ſo happily in this 
Inſtanee, nor appear altogether conſiſtent with Himſelf, it 
is but juſt to acknowledge that for all the Characteriſticks of 
the excellent Chriſtian, as well as every Talent of a fine 
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ROMANS IX. 3. 


For I could wiſh that Myſelf were ac- 


curſed from Chriſt, for my Brethren, 
my Kinſmen according to the Fleſh. 


AVING gone through the firſt 

Part of my Undertaking, in which 

J have taken Notice of the Ac- 

counts that have been offered of 

this remarkable Text, and of the Exceptions 
to which they are liable; and have in a more 
large and particular Manner inquired into 
the Merits of that Interpretation which has 
obtained the moſt conſiderable and the great- 
eſt Number of Advocates; and alſo repre- 
ſented what I take to be the true genuine 


Meaning of the Apoſtle in this extraordinary 


Declaration; I am now to proceed to the 


ſecond Branch of my Deſign, 


Which is to maintain and confirm the 
denſe that has been propoſed, by ſhewing 
its Conſiſtency with every Rule by which 
the 
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[ 48 ] 


the Juſtneſs and Propriety of an Interpreta- 
tion may be tried, 


„ And here, having prevented myſelf in 4 
„ ſome Particulars which were requiſite to be 4 
Wo included in the preceding Drſcourſe, I need - 
7 not ſpend any more Time in proving that a F 
„ Defire of Self. Preſervation and final Happi- 
„ naeſs is 7he moſt commanding Principle and A. 
„ fection of Nature, the prime and fundamental 
1 DiFate of Reaſon and Religion, and there- 
hs fore that, though the moſt grievous Suffer- 
[1 480 ings may be ſuſtained under a ſure Proſpect 
1 of an ample ſpiritual Recompence, yet it 7s 
not tofible for any Reaſonable Creature, any 
hl Chriftian, much leſs an inſprred Preacher of the 5 
„ bleſſed Goſpel, a choſen Veſſel, to with Himſelf 
17-0; for ever miſerable for any End or View what- 
175 ſoever; and conſequently that the Text muſt 
1 be underſtood in a leſs rigorous Senſe. Nor 
es 15 need I now undertake to ſhew that the Senſe 
Wl | which has been propoſed comes up to the 
0 + | Letter and Spirit of the Text; for This, I 
8 preſume, hath appeared from what has been 
11 delivered, and from the Senſe in which Chri}t is 
1 aid to have been made a Curſe. It ſeems alſo 


| 
WW to be very obvious, and is an Argument 
inn 

| 


which I have in ſome Meaſure already urged 


N in behalf of this Interpretation, that ſuch a 
| | Regt or entire Oblation of Himſelf, 


—_ — — — 
— — — — 
oy 


though 


©.» 


though it be not every Chriſtian's indiſpenſ- 
able Duty, is yet very agreeable to the Ge- 
nius and Temper of the Goſpel, and to the 
Z Apoſtolical Character, a moſt proper and 
[1 laudable Exprethon of Chriſtian Devotion 
and Charity, and, as ſuch, à very principal 
bt; Part of the Dodtrine according to Godlineſs ; 
* yea indeed, the mot wonderful Effect of the 
5 Grace beſtowed upon our great Apoſtle; 
That which above all Things diſtinguiſhes 


; 1 0 . > xp" — "RE 
— . — 1 d 
2 e „ 2 Sat . ä — . 5 
- LE . LE . — 4 5-31 — 2 V7 wa 32 ” 4 88 — 2 Ss mw ac. _— _— ” py 
oY . 2 "FX" pc r bh a * ap: -< ne a = . * a 
2 1——— —— 2 — .... ĩͤ ... . —— 
— 2 OTIS 2 mn — — ents — — — — GEES joy > — — — 2 
— — —— — — — — "I — — — - - _ —— = — — 0 — * — „„ - — — 
= . b — a _ — ng ** — r _— — — >_> R 3 — 
— * — — PR — * — —— — — — — - — = 2 . = = 


_, 
rn Do, eee be 
— 


. 
P _—_ 
— 


| OY 
3 Him as the mf zealous and illuſtrious Cham- 9 
f pion for the Faith which He had deſtroyed, 191 
: and the Contemplation of which cannot but al 
in a very ſingular Manner affect and excite "4 
; us to glorify God in Him. For as the Man 1 
J Chriſt Jeſus was molt abundantly, though % 


*. 


not moſt ſenſibly, repleniſhed with the Divine 
Grace and. Favour; and ſtrengthened with all 
Might according to God's glorious Power, 
when He gave Himſelf for Us, an Offering 
and a Sacrifice to his Father for a ſweet ſinell- 
ing Savour; ſo was the exceeding great Ope- 
ration of the Spirit then moſt eminently ma- 
nifeſted in the Holy Apoſtle, when for the 
fame worthy Ends He would have devoted 
Himſelf to a Conformity with the Death of 
Chriſt. But reſerving the further Enforce- 
ment of this Plea for the concluding Part of 
my Diſcourſe, I will proceed now to offer a 
Remark upon the Stile of the Text, and to 
"mb: | ſhew 
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ſhew by appoſite Inſtances the Similitude and 
Agreeableneſs of the Apoſile's Language in this 
Place to that of other Paſſages in Holy Writ, 
and to his own Expreſſions elſewhere ; as alſo 
to lay before you the Connection or Coherence 
of this remarkable Wiſh, in that Senſe in 
which I have expounded it, with his Argu- 


ment in this Part of the Epiſtle. Theſe are 


the Particulars which remain to be made 
out in order fully to eſtabliſh and confirm the 
Interpretation that has been given. 

And the firſt Remark that I ſhall offer is 
upon the Senſe and Importance of the Parti- 
cle un in the Text. The Apoſtle declares 
that He could wiſh it were poſlible for Him- 
ſelf to be accurſed (that is, to be made an O 
fering of, or delivered up) urep r A 
n TWV ouyſevwy e NATH OHPHOs Various 
are the Significations of this Word; but 
when it is found in the Form here in the 


Text, its Senſe moſt commonly anſwers, not 


to the Latin Words pro, loco, or vice, but is 
the ſame with fropter, and denotes not merely 


a Subſtitution in the Place or Strad of Ano 


ther, (which would have been as well ex- 


preſſed by ay) but it means further for the 


Soke or Advantage of another Perſon ; and 
ſuch unqueſtionably is its Import here in the 
Text, where 1t 1s to be underſtood of the 


Apo $ Willingneſs to be offered up for the 


Good 
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Good or Benefit of his Brethren, if ſuch an 


Oblation of Himſelf could have been accepted 


to that Purpoſe. Now Chriſt did not only 
ſuffer in the Stead of Sinners, but His Sacri- 


fice, We know, was ordained for their 7% 


tive Good, their Benefit, their Redemption; 
and, I think, in all the Paſſages throughout 
the New Teſtament where the Sufferings of 
Chriſt for us are mentioned, either by our 
Lord himſelf, by this Apoſtle, or by any of 
the inſpired Writers, every where the Parti- 
cle uTep is the Term made uſe of. To give a 
few Inſtances: Our Lord himſelf fays, The 


good Shepherd giveth bis Life for the Sheep, 


John x. 11. And a little before the Text, 
St. Paul, God that ſpared not his own Son, 
but delivered him up for us all, Rom. viii. 32. 
And in his Epiſtle to Timothy (Ch. ii. V. 6.) 
Who gave Himſelf a Ranſom for all. And St. 


Peter, (1Ep. iii. V. 18.) CH alſo e hath once ſuf- 


fered for Sins, the Juſt for the Unjuſt. In the 
ſame Terms, St. hn (1 Ep. Ch. iii. V. 16.) 


Hereby perceive We the Love of God, becauſe He 
lait down his Life for us; and We ought to lay 


down our Lives for the Brethren. In thele, 
and I believe in all other Texts, the Under- 
taking of Chriſt for Mankind is expreſſed by 
this Word vreg. The Argument I mean to 
ground upon this Remark is, that fince, the 
Apoſtle in my Text declaring his Willing- 
neſs to be accurſed for, or in behalf of his 
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Countrymen, makes uſe of the ſame Particle 


by which all the inſpired Writers conſtantly 


expreſs the Sacrifice of Chriſt for our Sake ; 
from this Circumſtance it may not unreafon- 
ably be inferred that He had at thut very Time, 
a Reſpect to the Offering up of the Body of 
Chrijt ; that this Idea or Thought was im- 
preſſed upon his Mind, while He wrote the 
Words I am diſcourſing upon; and if He 
had a Reſpect to this great Sacrifice, He con- 
ſidered it as What it was; did not, could 
not conceive of it as conſigning our Lord 


to a State of irreverſible Horror and De- 


ſtruction, but as ſubjecting Him to a Con- 
dition of the moſt exquiſite ſpiritual as well 
as bodily, but yet temporary Anguiſh and 
Miſery ; and conſequently when He would 
willingly have refigned Himſelf to ſuffer for 
the Sake and Benefit of his Kinſmen, if fuch a 
Reſignation of Himſelf could have been effec- 


tual to that great End of which He was fo 


affectionately deſirous, He did not mean that 


He could be content to be accurſed from Chriſt 


in any other or more rigorous Senfe than Chriſt 
was accurſed from God; but in e very fame 
Manner, correſpondent to the Idea which was 
then upon his Mind. This feems to be a fair 
preſumptive Argument from 7he Stile of the 
Apoſtle, in favour of the Account that has 
been given of the Senſe of this moſt affec- 
tionate and pathetic Wiſh, 


Which 


2 


= 2 © Bd 

Which may be alſo further corroborated, 
and, I think, beyond all Doubt confirmed, 
by Paſſages of ſimilar Form and Meaning 
in ſeveral Parts of the holy Scriptures, and 
particularly in St. Paul's own Epiſtles, and 
alſo in other Eccleſiaſtical Writers. | 
And firſt, I obſerve that the Apoſtle's 
Phraſe of being accurſed. from Cbriſt is of 
exactly the ſame Import with that Expreſſion 
in the preceding Chapter of God's delivering 
Him up for us all; and with That in Iſaiab 
of making the Meſſiab's Soul an Offering for 
Sin. St. Paul's Deſire to be accurſed, was 


for the Sake of his Kinſmen ; was in order to 


their Benefit and Advantage; in a Word, it 
was in order to make his Soul an Offering or 
Expiation for their Sin, and for effecting 
their Reconciliation with God; always ſup- 
poling the Undertaking had been fit or poſ- 
ſible, and could be effrectual to that End. 
And the making the Soul an Offering for the Sin 
of others, is the being accurſed for their Sake 
or ther Redemption, So that theſe two Ex- 
preſſions exactly anſwer to and illuſtrate each 


other; and, upon a Compariion of them, 


the Appearance of any Thing obnoxious in 


the Phraſe of my Text vanithes away; ſince, 
according to the Principles of the Chrijhan 


Doctrine, nothing could be more natural 
than for the Apoſtle to expreſs Himſelf in 
theſe very Terms. But 
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But there are likewiſe in St. Paul's own 


Writings, Expreſſions very ſimilar to This 
of my Text; to which I do not recollect 
to have met with any Exceptions, though 
their Senſe and Meaning. ſeems to be the 
ſame with That of the Terms I am conſi- 
dering. For Inſtance, He declares to the 
Phillippians (Ch. ii. V. 17.) that if He were 
to be poured forth or offered up, [ # N 
or opal) 07 E Ty Svoic |, that 18, with 
or together with the Sacrifice and Service of 
their Faith, He fhould joy and rejoice with 
them; and to the Corinthians (2 Ep. Ch. xi. 
V. 15.) that he would very gladly ſpend 
and be fpent for Them, or, according to the 
marginal Reading, which is more agreeable 
to the Original, for their Souls. And to 
the Colgſſians He writes (Ch. i. V. 24. where 
perhaps He is to be underſtood in a Senſe 
ſomewhat inferior to That of the foregoing 
Texts) that He rejoiced in his Sufferings 
for them, and gladly, (for the Senſe of the 
Word Rejoice belongs to the whole Sen- 


tence, gladly, I ſay,) filled up That which 


was behind * of the Aflictions of Chriſt in his 
o Fleſh for his Body's Sake, which is the 


„This Text is introduced as one of Thoſe that ſhew he 
Manner in which the Apoftle was accuſtomed to expreſs his 


Affection to the Chriftian Churches; the preciſe Meaning of 
it being, I ſuppoſe, That which is given by Dr. Dogddridge, 


or 
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91 
Church. To the Theſſalonians (1 Ep. Ch. ii. 
V. 8.) He profeſſes that He was ſo affectio- 
nately deſirous of Them, as to be willing to 
have imparted unto Them, not the Goſpel of 
God only, but alſo is own Soul, becauſe They 


were dear unto Him. With like Affection 


He tells Timothy (2 Ep. Ch. ii. V. 10.) that 
He endured all Things for the Elect's Sake, 
that They might alſo obtain the Salvation 
which is in Chriſt Jeſus, with Eternal Glory. 
And in one of the Epiſtles to the Corinthians 
(viz. 2d. Ch. iv. V. 10, 11.) He fays, that 
He always bears about in the Body the Dy- 
ing of the Lord Jeſus, and was alway de- 
Loered unto Death for Jeſus Sake, that the 
Life alſo of Jeſus might be made manifeſt in 
his mortal Fleſh; and in the other Epiſtle to 


them (Ch. iv. V. 9, 13.) He takes Notice of 


the Apoſiles of Chrijt being as it were Men 
appointed to Death, and made a Spectacle to 
the World, and to Angels and to Men; and 


made as the Filth of the World, and the OH. 
ſcouring of all Things, as the Words Hear 


Ke Tey.yuy are, though perhaps without ex- 
preſſing their full Importance, rendered in 
our Tranſlation : For the Meaning of theſe 
Words Tepadapuare and He Lyua is by 


or by Photius, (for the Interpretations are not exactly the 


ſame) in Paſſages which may be ſeen in the Appendix E. 


Lexicographers 
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Lexicographers and other learned Men ex- 
plained by the Terms ATorpoTaio, A 
rp, Avirkuya and Avadeuare. And ſo 
Tlepmatapunia Koows and IIa ILIE n= 
po are repreſented to be of the ſame Force 
and Importance as the Words I am diſcourſ- 


ing upon; an Opinion which might be 


thought by no Means deſtitute of Founda- 
tion, if the neceſſary Limits of this Diſcourſe 
and the regular Connection of the Paſſages I 
am now citing, would permit me to intro- 


duce the admirably acute Obſervations of 


Photius upon theſe Terms * which, tho' not 
by Himſelf applied to the Illuſtration of the 


Text, do yet tend ſo much to the Confirma- 
tion of my Argument, and redound fo greatly 
to the Honour of the Apoſtle, that I confeſs 


it is with Reluctance that I forbear to inſert 


them at large. To all the foregoing Cita- 


tions from holy Scripture, I add only. one 


more for the cloſe Connection it has with 
my Text; namely, That which the Apoſ- 


tle, but a few Verſes before, makes from 


the Book of Pſalms, and applies to the 
Members of Chriſt, and doubtleſs more emi- 
nently to his Apoſtles, It is written, for thy 
Sake We are witd all the Day long ; We are 
accounted as Sheep for the Slaughter. All 


See Appendix F. 
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which Paſſages contribute very greatly to 
the Illuſtration of my Text; ſome of them 
being ſimilar, if not equivalent, to it even in 
the Form of Expreſſion, and fo full to the 
Pornt; and all in general ſhew that the 
Apoſtle conſidered Himſelt and his Fellow- 
Labourers in the Goſpel, as altogether devo- 
ted to the Service of Chriſt and his Church, 
and give us an Idea of the Livelineſs and 
Vigour of his Affection to the Members of 
this holy Fellowſhip, and of the Manner in 


which He was accuſtomed to expreſs his 


Concern for their ſþp:r:tual Intereſts. 

The fame Kind of Expreſſions occur like- 
wile in ſeveral Eccleſiaſtical Writers. For 
Inſtance, Clemens of Alexandria * giving an 
Account of St. John's Behaviour, upon find- 
ing a young Convert of his, of whom He 


had conceived great Hopes, fallen into an 


abandoned Way of living, relates that, to 
encourage him to Repentance and Reforma- 


tion, he made uſe of this pathetical and 


affectionate Addreſs; Toy oor Or £xwv 
UTopuelw, waTep O Kufpins Tov UTEt Mr. 
Tired os Tw wuynw arti wow T1 nr. 


Which is exactly conformable to St. Paul's 


Declaration, and to the Doctrine of St. 


* In the Treatiſe Tis 0 cg or) gow; in the gocth 
Page of Archbiſhop Potter's Edition. 
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[ 33 ] 


John's own Epiſtle, that as Chrift laid down 
his Life for Us, ſo We ought to lay down our 
Lives for the Brethren. Ignatius, an Apoſ- 


tolical Father, frequently declares his Wil- 


lingneſs to give Himſelf, or his Spirit, To 
£..00 TIvivua, for the Souls of the Perſons or 
Churches to whom He writes. In ſeveral 
of his Epiſtles We find Him profeſſing his 
Readineſs to become Ayi4uyov TS or T- 
Mwy *, Which Word AviiLuyoy Athana- 
fius + and Chryſoftom ? have been obſerved 
to uſe as equivalent to Ayl;Autpoy or a Ran- 
ſom for others. And ſometimes the Word 
IzerbLnue is uſed by Ignatius in the Senſe of 
Piaculum ||. And, which is yet more full 
to the Point, Gregory Nazianzen addreſſing 
Himſelf to the Macedonians, whoſe Princi- 
ples were unſound with regard to ſo eſſential 
a Point as That of the Divinity of the Holy 


- * Epiſt. ad 1 F. 10. ad Polycarpum $. 2, 6. ad 
Epbeſtos &. 21. which Faber takes Notice is . to St. 
Paul's Words i in 2 Corinth. xii. 15. 


+ O Aoyog Ts Org erolwg Tov * v 1A TO OWIAd|ixoy 08/4 - 
voy Tgogorywy alln/vxor, vie moylwy ETATNCS To 0PEANopevoy EY Tw 
de And afterwards, Ns [lzobalon, ute TH; Ilaviwy Ew- 
gig, ailuxov To bu, To tig Javaly rand. 

Orat. de Incarnatione Verbi. 


1. Avr ee [4% WN xn pruerwy οννον hae 
inuxiu afancdai, 9 yeveo9as u av li vyov ey jn TH neg, 
Orat. 5ta. contra Judæos. 
See Appendix G. 
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1 
Spirit, expreſſes his Concern for their Salva- 
tion in the very Phraſe of St. Paul in my 
Text; yet with a qualiſying Limitation, de- 
claring that his Affection for them was ſo 
great, wes N Avaya tva:i aro TE 
Xpig's war TTAGOEIN TI QT KATARKPI- 
TOS AEXOMAI, that is, ſo far as to ſub- 
ject Himſelf to 80ME DEGREE OF SUFFER- 
ING AS AN ACCURSED PERSON, EI XTTAl- 
HTE MEO HMQN, xa: xown Tw T 


 Jogaoaiper . Where, by the Way, the 


Words « rd wer naw do perhaps 
contain a further Intimation that Nazian- 


 2en's Profeſſion was not meant of everlaſting 


Deſtruction, and lead us allo to infer that 


neither was he Apoſtlès Declaration under- 


ſtood by this learned Father in that harſh 
and rigorous Senſe. 

The Inference I would draw from this 
Language in the Writings of the Fathers is, 
that They were probably led into it by the 
Example of St. Paul in my Text, and the 
other Paſſages I have cited from his Epiſtles ; 
ſince it can ſcarcely be imagined that They 
would have uſed Terms of this very ſtrong 
Importance without any ſuch Warrant or 
Precedent. But whether This be ſuppoſed 


or not, it is evident, from the frequent Re- 
petition of them, that They did not look 


* Orat 4ta Pentecoſt. 
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upon either St. Paul's Expreſſions or their 


own as juſtly obnoxious ; or, if they were 


liable 20 be wreſted to a wrong Senſe, (as 
what is is not?) by unlearned and unſtable 
Perſons, yet they knew that they were in 


their utmoſt Strictneſs defenſible, and eaſy to 


be explained by he capital well known Prin- 
ciple of their Religion, The Doctrine of Re- 


demption by the Son of God accurſed, or 


made a Curſe and a Ranſom for Man. By 
which Reference and Acceptation all theſe 
rg Bs are not only fully vindicated and 
cleared from any Colour of Irreligion and 
Impiety, but on good Reaſon and Grounds 
aſſerted to be Ihe chorceſt Fruits of the Chriſ- 


lian Spirit, and moſt becoming Indications 
of that prodigious Tenderneſs and ardent Zeal 
which the Apoſtles and their Succeſſors felt 


in their Hearts for he ſpiritual Safety of the 


Pocks over which the Holy Ghoſt had made 


them Overſeers. In this View They are ſuch 


a Sacrifice of Charity and Prayer, as, in 
virtue of the Merits and Interceſſion of our 


Divine High Prieſt, We believe to be, like 
other Tubes of the fervent Supplications 
of holy Men, acceptable to our heavenly 
Father, and effectually availing to the Bene- 
fit of our Brethren. 

But to go on to another Contidere tion: 
The Cennection of this remarkable With, 


| and 
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1 

and its Coherence with the Apoſtle's Argu- 
ment in the preceding Chapter, is too mate- 
rial and convincing to be paſſed over with- 
out a more large and particular Recital than 
has yet been given; and will, I apprehend, 
be found an ample Confirmation of the Senſe 
which I have endeavoured to maintain. 

The Apoſtle had been diſcourſing in a 
very ſublime and affecting Manner on the 
glorious Change that will be effected in the 
State of all Things, when this World ſhall 
be recovered from the Bondage of Vanity 
and Corruption; and ſpeaks with Tranſ- 
port of that complete Redemption of which 
the Church of Chriſt have already the Ear- 
neſt and full Aſſurance in the firſt Fruits 
of the Spirit which zow helpeth their Infir- 
mities, and maketh Interceſſion for the Saints 
according to the Will of God. The Bene- 
fits obtained for Them by the Merits of 
Chriſt, and the Power of his Interceſſion 
at the Right-hand of God, are ſummed up 
and comprized under the happy Effect of 
them, the final Perſeverance of the Elect; 
who, though in themſelves weak and liable 
to fall, are nevertheleſs kept by the Power of 
Ged through Faith unto Salvation. If God, 
{faith the Apoſtle, be for Us, Who can be 
againſt Us? He that ſpared not his own Son, 
but DELIVERED HIM UP for us All, 
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1 
how fhall He not with Him alſo freely give 
Us all Things? Who ſh 
the Charge of God's Ele? It is God that 


guſt fieth, Who is He that condemneth ? It 


7s Chriſt that died; yea rather that is riſen 
again; Who is even at the Right-hand of God, 


who alſo maketh Interceſſion for Us. Who ſhall | 


SEPARATE US FROM THE LOVE OF CHRIST * 
Shall Tribulation or Diſtreſs, or Perſecution 
or Famine, or Nakedneſs or Peril, or Sword? 


and then (taking Notice by the Way that 


the Pſalmiſt had declared that the Con- 
ſtancy of the Divine Love towards his Peo- 
ple ſhould be manifeſted by ſupporting them 
under all theſe Trials and Calamities) He 
adds, Nay in all theſe Things, that is, theſe 
temporal Sufferings, We are MORE than Con- 
querors through Him that loved Us. For Iam 
further perſuaded, ſays He, that neither Death 
nor Life, nor Angels, nor Principalities, nor 
Powers, nor Things preſent, nor Things to come, 
nor Height, nor Depth, nor any other Crea- 
ture ſhall be able to SEPARATE Us FROM 


THE LOVE OF GOD WHICH IS IN CHRIS 


Jesus our LoRD. Having thus diſplayed 


the ſure Grounds on which their Faith and 
Hope were built, namely the unchangeable 
Purpoſe of the Divine Love and Grace in 


Chriſt Jeſus towards them, and confirmed 
them in a full Aſſurance of that Glory to 
which 


all lay any Thing to 
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which God in Chriſt had called them, (for 1 
He is ſpeaking not of any extraordinary Pre- 4 
eminences or peculiar Favours, but of ſuch as 14 
are common to all the Ele# or ſincere Chriſ- 
tians, All who are juſtified by God) He paſſes by 
on (perhaps after an Intermiſſion or Break SY 
in the Writing of his Epiſtle) to bewail the —_— 
deplorable Condition of the Bulk of his 1 
Countrymen, who, though called to the { 
ſame State of Glory and Vertue, were be- 1 
come Caſt-aways by their Refuſal of that 1 
great Salvation which had been pro- 4 
miſed to their Fathers, and pledged to be 
Them by their Adoption, and the Glory, and 1 
the Covenants, and the giving of the Law, and 7 
the whole Service of the Temple, and which [TY 
was indeed, as it were, heir Right by In- Fit! 
beritance, who were Iſraelites, the Deſcen- Lo 4 
dants from thoſe Fathers to whom the Pro- 
miſes were made, and of whom as concern- 
ing the Fleſh Chriſt came*x . [Which Things 
being the very Topicks enlarged upon in the 
Epiſtle to the Hebrews deſigned for the con- 
vincing of this very People, by the Way We 
may upon this Obſervation fairly ground a 
| preſumptive Argument that hat Epiſtle is 
rightly aſcribed to the fame Apoſtle who 
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Some ſpecial Reaſons for St. Paul's Solicitude for the 
Converſion of the Jeu in particular, are aſſigned by Pho- 
ius, which may be ſeen in the Appendix H. 
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was the Author of This.] Theſe federal 
Rites and Preeminences, the Divine Ordi- 
nances and Revelations which They enjoyed, 
and the folemn Acts of Religion in conſtant 
Uſe among them were figurative and pro- 
phetick Repreſentations of the ultimate In- 
tent and Purport of their Diſpenſation, and 
were great Privileges and Advantages pecu- 
liar to Them. By theſe They had been ſe- 
parated from the Reſt of Mankind, and {but 
up (as the Apoſtle with great Propriety 
ſpeaks) unto the Faith which was afterwards 
to be revealed, But when it appeared that 
Chriſt was become of none Effect to Them, 
and that the Types and Predictions and ce- 
remonial Ordinances of their Law and Pro- 
phets, which were a Shadow of good Things 
70 come, inſtead of convincing them that 
Chriſt was © the Sum and Subſtance of the 
hole Law, the Life and Energy of every 
« Part and Ordinance, which without Him 
vas but a dead unmeaning Form;“ when, 
J fay, all theſe Things, for want of a right 
Application of them on Heir Part, inſtead 
of preparing them to receive the Chriſtian 
Faith, ſerved only to -aggravate the Crime 
of their Infidelity; the Apoſtle, aCtuated as 
it were by a forlorn Hope, in the moſt ſo- 
lemn and affecting Terms, correſponding to 
the Intenſeneſs of his Love and Grief for 

them, 


3 

and to the ſtrong Impreſſion upon his Mind 
of the Sufferings of Chriſt, makes the Pro- 
feſſion in my Text, of his Willingneſs to be 
accurſed or delivered up, that is, to offer up 
his own Soul as @ Sacrifice, or, (according to 
the Expreſſion that concludes the preceding 
Chapter) to be ſeparated from the Love of God 
in Chriſt Jeſus, (for the Meaning of all theſe 
Expreſſions is one and the ſame,) if This had 
been poſſible, and could have rendered his 
Heart's Deſire and Prayer to God effectual to 
their Salvation ; always holding faſt how- wh 
ever the Confidence and the Rejoicing of bis 1 
Hope and full Aſſurance that if the Sufferings Ck | 
of Chrift abaunded in Him, his Conſolations | _ 
would alſo abound by Chrift, and all Things 11 
work together for Good to Them that ſincereiß 1 
love God; and therefore that ſuch a ſignal bl | 
| Inſtance of Piety and Charity, ſuppoſing it 
lad been practicable, could not finally fer- 
minate in Perdition and Miſery; or, as He, 
in the Paſſage immediately preceding the 
| Text, declares, that no Tribulation or Diſ- 
tteſs, no temporal Calamities, (in all which it 
Kind of Trials, faith He, We are more than | \j 
Conquerors) nor yet any ſpiritual Diſtreſſes, 1 
nothing in Death or Life, no Attempts of ol 
evil Beings, (one great Part perhaps of ſuch | 
Sufferings) nothing either preſent or future, 
nor the moſt unſearchable Powers of Na- 
| K g ture, 
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 feparate OB of God's: Ele; that 1s, 


ture, or of any Creature, ſhould be able to 
finally 
and totally to deprive Them of the Love of 
God which 1s in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. 
A Perſuaſion This, which has been pleaded 
in Mitigation of the Boldneſs of the Apoſ- 
tle's With by Some of Thoſe who have 
interpreted it of final irreverſible Deſtruc- 
tion ; but which may ſurely, with at leaſt 
equal Grounds and Reaſon, be conſidered 
as his great Encouragement to wiſh it had 
been poſſible for Him to become a Sacri- 
fice in the Senſe here maintained for Them 


which were his Fleſh, if He could thereby 


have promoted their Salvation. And thus 
from the Connection of this declared Aſſurance 
with the Text, and I may add, from the /o- 
lemn Introduction of the Text, (which, howe- 
ver it has been ſometimes applied to ſupport 
and juſtify *, inſtead of proſcribing the vulgar 
Acceptation of the Terms, may well con- 
duct our Thoughts to a Senſe more wor- 


thy of the Apoſtle;) from theſe Conſidera- 


tions, I ſay, We have a very ſtriking Ar- 
gument, or rather wo very ſtriking Argu- 
ments, of the S7ncerity of ſo extraordinary 

> With; and moreover from this fo ani- 


1 and triumphant Exultation of the 


Ns Fang under ſuch a Load of Heavineſs 


See Appendix I, 
and 


6 FP 


Oy: | 


and Sorrow, as could perhaps be exceeded only 
by That with which it pleaſed the Almighty 
in the Day of his fierce Wrath to bruiſe the 
Author — Finiſher of our Salvation, We 
may be aſſured tnat the Light of God's Coun- 
tenance does wonderfully refreſh, enliven, and 
raiſe the Soul under the moſt extreme Dejec- 
tion, and that the Supports and Comforts of 
the Divine Spirit are more than adequate to 
all the ſharpeſt Afflictions and Diſtreſſes 
whatſoever which We can endure for the 
evidencing our Affection to Corijt and his 
Religion. 

Upon the Whole then there ſeems to be 
no Neceſſity of aſſigning a Senſe to this 
Text that ſhall either not come up to the 


Letter and Spirit of it, or another that is ir- 


reconcileable with the ſtrongeſt and beſt Prin- 
ciples and Deſires of Nature; which is to 
repreſent the Apoſtle, in a ſtrange Forgetful- 
neſs or Diſregard of the ultimate End of his 
Creation, as deſiring, whilſt he preached the 


Goſpel of Salvation to others, that Himſelf 
might come ſhort of it for any View what- 


ſoever. For the middle Senſe which has been 
propoſed, The Forfeiting every Thing but 


only his final Salvation; yea and the being 
deprived for a Time of that raviſhing Hope, 


the moſt ineſtimable Blefling on this Side 
Heaven ; Wh Senſe, I ſay, does fully an- 


3 ſwer 


* 
by Is 

8 — — 
—5 
— 


— 
= 


US _ — 2 
— . ED” a 
. 2 age ae 
E ES): SS, 


3 


ſwer to the Force and Importance of the Terms, 


at the ſame Time that it is more conformable 
to the Example of Chriff's Love; and when 


We conſider the Apoſtle reflecting, as He 
does, a little before the Text, upon the Sa- 
crifice of Chriſt for his People, and on their 
Refuſal of fo great Salvation, it ſeems that 
no Thought could more naturally and di- 
rectly ſpring up in an Heart ſurcharged with 
Love and Grief than This, (and That even 
in the Midſt of his Exultation for the Bleſ- 
ſedneſs of the Ele&, yea perhaps awakened 
by that very Reflection) that He himſelf 
could alſo be content, and could even wiſh 
it were poſſible for Him to become an Of- 
fering for his Countrymen in the ſame Man- 


ner, (for the Manner ſeems to be intimated 
and referred to by the Word Accurſed,) if 


This could be effectual to fo important and 


falutary an End as the bringing Them to thoſe 


unſpeakable Joys which God had prepared 
for his Ele. Thus the Wiſh © is a Con- 
% tinuation of the Notion and Argument 
« which He had been inſiſting on before, 
and the pronouncing it with a juſt Accent 


plainly ſhews and refers us fo the Thought 
his Mind had dwelt upon ; 


For T could wiſh that Myſelf — were [0 
be] accurſed from Chriſt — for my Brethren, 


my Kinſmen according to the Fleſh ; 
| | | Or, 


"8 
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Or, according to the other and more juſt 
Diſpoſition of the Words .) 
For I Myſelf — could wiſh to be accurſed 
from Chriſt — for my Brethren, my Ki — 
according to tbe Fleſb. 


To what has been offered, I beg Leave 
to ſubjoin one or two brief Obſervations, 
which ſeem proper to be juſt mentioned. 
| It may very reaſonably be imagined that 
St. Paul did not write this Epiſtle all at one 
Time without any Break or Intermiſſion. 
Now if He diſcontinued his Writing at the 
End of that rapturous Exultation with which 


the 8th Chapter concludes, This Interrup- 


tion would clearly account for the ſeemingly 
abrupt and haſty Tranfition from the higheſt 
Strain of Joy and Triumph to the very 
loweſt Depreſſion of Grief and Sorrow. This 
Remark however, being founded merely upon 
Conjecture, and That deſtitute of any ſpecial 
Circumſtances of Preſumption, is barely men- 
tioned, without laying any Streſs upon it. 
For indeed the ſudden Change in the Apoſ- 
tle's Stile, and in the Current of his Affec- 
tion, ſeems to be more properly aſcribed 
to the Quickneſs of his Thought, and the 


Warmth of his Temper, which, as a judicious 


Commentator upon his Epiſtles has obſer- 
ved, © often occaſions Him (full as He 
8 . « was 
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« was of the Doctrine of the Goſpel) to 


« break off in the Middle of an * yon 
ment, 0 let in ſome. neu Thought ſuggeſ- 


fed by his own Words, and made it impoſ- 


o 


La) 


ſible for Him to keep \that flow Pace, 
« and obſerve minutely that Order and Me- 
e thod of ranging all He ſaid, from which 
ce reſults an wy and obwious | Perſprcuty” 

and Coherence. It is ſufficient therefore 
that We bear it in Mind that the Example 
of Chrif's Sacrifice is the leading Thought in 
this very Part of his Epiſtle; or, if I may 


* 


fo ſpeak, he central Point, from which both 


his Exultation for the Salvation of the E- 
lect, and his Sorrow for the loſt State of 
his unbelieving Brethren take their Riſe, 
and to which "they do refer. To This He 
all along and — has a Reſpect; and 
whether the Terms in which He expreſſes 
his Affection for his Brethren are, as in his 
other Epiſtles, that He would be, offered up 
or ſpent for Them ; or, as here in x the Text, 

be accurſed or made @ Curſe ; the Meaning 
is one and the ſame, and is always to be ex- 


plained by he Manner of Chriſt's Sacrifice; 


after whoſe Example He means to declare 


that He could even wiſh that Hime if were 


to be accurſed or delivered up; or, in other 
Words, ſeparated, which is the marginal 
Tranſlation of the Word Avatzus ; ſe Pwr. 
ze 


E 

ted, T ſay, not finally, but according to the Pas- 
tern of the Sufferings of Chriſt, from the Love 

of God ; or, agreeably to the Propriety of his 
Expreſſion a To Xepice, from the Love of 
God which is in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. 80 
that the Expreſſion AvagSepa ane T8 Rpt's 
has its full Explication or Paraphraſe in the 
laſt Words of the preceding Chapter, NH,. 
* T Ayanhs Ts Oes, Tis & Xl Inos 
7% Kvupic npwv, and appears to be nothing 
more than an eaſy and natural Variation of 
Language carrying the ſame Senſe; And 
therefore if the Expoſitors of this Paſlage, 
inſtead of confidering the Phraſe fingly and 
apart by itſelf, and then endeavouring to juſ- 
tify or extenuate the firſt obvious Accepta- 
tion of the Terms, had attended cloſely to 


the capital Doctrine, Language and Tenor of 


the Holy Scriptures, and to the Stile and Sen- 
timents 45 St. Paul himſelf in bis other Epiſtles, 

and alſo to the Coherence of this remarkable 
Wiſh with the laſt Verſes of the immediately 
preceding Chapter, as well as to that reverent 
and ſolemn Form of Aſſeveration with which 
it is introduced; ] ſay, if They had propoſed 
to Themſelves, and purſued this Method of 
Inveſtigation, there ſeems to be little Room 


to doubt but That which would have been 


found to be the leading Sentiment in the Apoſ- 
tle's Argument, and the Thought uppermoſt in 


his 


Mal 5 


his Mind, would have ſuggeſted an Interpre- 
tation of his Wiſh ſo worthy of his Charac- 


ter, and adequate to both the Letter and 


Spirit of his Expreſſion, that this Paſſage 


could not have remained among the Jyoyonls 
of St. Paul s Epiſtles. 


AND now that St. Paul's Reſignation of 
himſelf to ſuch a Conformity with his Sa- 


viour's Sufferings for the Sake of his Bre- 


thren, is agreeable to the Genius and Tem- 
per of the Goſpel, and to the Apoſtolical 
Character, is manifeſt as well from tbe Pre- 


cepts as from the Example of our Bleſſed 


Lord, who has declared that the good Shep- 
herd layeth down his Life for the Sheep; 
and calls upon all his Diſciples 70 take up 
their Croſs, aſſuring them that He that loſeth 
his Life for his Sake ſhall find it, and He 
that findeth or keepeth it, whenever his tem- 
poral Preſervation ſhould ſtand in Compe- 


tition with his Maſter's Glory and the Sal- 


vation of his Members, /hall loſe it, and be 
accounted unworthy of Him, and his hea- 
venly Kingdom. True indeed it is that 
They who ſuſtain not the ſame Office and 
Character, are not called to the ſame Sort 
of Actions and Undertakings with their bleſ- 
ſed Mediator. But then it is no leſs cer- 


tain that all his Diſciples are © called to 
the 


CTY 1 
* the ſame Spirit and Temper which was 
the Spirit and Temper of his Life, Ac- 
tions, and Sufferings ; that They are to 
© be like Him in Heart and Mind, are to 
<« act by the ſame Rule, to look towards the 


fame End, and to govern themſelves by the 


e fame Spirit; and as We are ſure that there 
was no Spirit or Temper in Him, but ſuch 
« as did recommend Him to God, ſo We 


are alſo ſure that the ſame Spirit and Tem- 
& per will be excellent in His Members, and 


« recommend Them to God for his Sake.” If 
We examine the Wiſh in the Text by theſe 
Meaſures, it will appear to be rather the Et- 
fect of a marvellous Heroic Devotion, than 
to be chargeable with any the leaſt Tincture 
of Impiety or Preſumption. For the Exam- 
fle to the Imitation of which the Apoſtle 
aſpired, was that boundleſs Humility and Re- 
ftgnation of Spirit to the Purpoſes of his hea- 
venly Father, that Divine Compaſſion for his 


Brethren, that ardent Zeal for the Glory of 


God in the Salvation of his Inheritance, 
which were ſo eminent and conſpicuous in 


the Perſon of that Son of Man, who through 
the Eternal Spirit offered Himſelf without Spot 
to God. Theſe were the Tempers which 
animated and governed the Holy Apoſtle, and 


conſtrained Him to with that He might ex- 


Perimentally knw, not only the Power of 


. Chris 
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Chriſt's Reſurrection, but alſo the very Fel- 
lowſhip of his Sufferings, and be made in the 
ſtricteſt Manner conformable unto his Death; 
always however in Subordination to the good 
Pleaſure of God, that 1s, if his being thus 
devoted could have been available to that im- 
portant End for which Chriſt died, and which 
this eminent and faithful Servant had conti- 
nually at his Heart to further and promote. 
To ſuch tranſcendent Devotion and Piety 
J cannot help applying, as an Encomium, the 
Expreſſion of an excellent Writer, (which 


however I deſire may be underſtood as in- 


| tended only to ſignify What is not poſſible by 


the moſt ſuperlative Degree of That which 28 


poſſible) Nihil ab Homine fieri poteſt, quo 
magis Deum demereatur. 

And by this Spirit and Power of Godl:neſs 
the Apoſtle ſtands diſtinguiſhed and exalted 


above all the celebrated Patterns of Virtue. 


we read of in the Pagan World ; where, tho' 


there are are ſome very laudable Inſtances of 


| the moral Human Virtues, yet We find little 
or nothing of thoſe#ruly religious Tempers of 
Love to God, and Zeal for his Honour and 
Service, in which the Perfection of every 
Moral Nature, and the Worſhip of the Deity 
in Spirit and in Truth, does conſiſt. The 
Notions of Virtue among Them had a Re- 
ſpect only to the Ends and Uſes of civil Life; 
| | ſo 


CPF] 
fo that a Man was accounted virtuous though 
He was not fincerely pious. Their very 
Mind and Conſcience was defiled; the Mo- 
tive of their moſt admired Actions being 
a Regard to Decency, Reputation, or Glory; 
temporal Utility, or Convenience; whereas 
it is of the Eſſence of true Sterling Virtue, 


that it do proceed from a Principle of hearty 
Love, Dependance and Reſignation to the 


Supreme Being, Zeal for his Honour and 
Glory, and a Deſign of doing his Will 
from the Heart. This is that found ge- 
nuine Virtue, which alone is agreeable to 
the Doctrine and Example of Chri/t Feſus, 
and acceptable to God ; and which by the 


Influence of that Divine Spirit which go- 
verned the Apoſtle's Heart, was carried to 


ſuch Perfection as to enable Him to profeſs 


that He could even endure the Croſs of 


Chriſt, if thereby God might be glorified, and 
an Entrance be miniſtered to his Brethren into 
the everlaſting Kingdom of his Lord and Sa- 
viour Jeſus Chriſt. 

Neither can it be alledged that St. Pauls 
Reſignation of Himſelf to ſuch a Confor- 
mity with the Sufferings of Chriſt was a 


Degree of Devotion unattainable by Huma- 


nity. That a Principle far above Nature 
was neceſſary to work in Him ſuch a Re- 
ſignation, or, to borrow an emphatical Ex- 
L 2 preſſion 
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preſſion from a fine Writer, that the pro- 


ducing ſuch an Affection as This was Grande | 


Molimen Spiritus, is not to be queſtioned. 


But fince We know that our Great High 


Prieſt, though without Sin, yet with reſpect 
to the Infirmittes and Relufancies of Nature, 
was like unto Us; it cannot be doubted that 


the ſame Divine Spirit, which overcame thoſe 


Reluctancies of his human Will to Sufferings, 
and brought it into ſo exact a Conformity 
with the Divine Purpoſe, when He was born 
into the World in our Nature, as enabled 
Him to ſay, Lo, I come to do thy Wil, O 
God; even that Will which decreed the Means 


of our Redemption: The ſame Divine Spi- 


rit, I fay, was able alſo fo to ſubdue the like 
Antipathy of Fleſh and Blood in the Apoſtle, 
as that for the ſame important and worthy 
End He ſhould be willing to experzence even 


the Sufferings of Chriſt in his own Fleſh for 


his Bodies Sake, the Church. When a Man 


is come to know the Love of Chriſt, which 
Faſſeth Knowledge, and to be filled with all the 
Fulneſs of God, his own Will is reſolved into 
the Divine; and then every the moſt exalted 
Act of Devotion and Piety may be expected 
to flow from that ſupernatural Faith and 
Truſt and entire Reſignation to God, which 
are the Eſtabliſhment of his Kingdom within 
Us. What this Apoſtle hath ſaid of the final 


Salvat: ion 


E 
Salvation of the Goſpel, that Eye hath not 
ſeen, nor Far heard, neither have entered into 
the Heart of Man the Things which God hath 
prepared for them that Iove Him, is not leſs 
applicable to the Grace and Influence of that 
Almighty Spirit that helpeth our Infirmity. For 
neither hath it entered into the Heart of Man 


to conceive What is the exceeding Greatneſs of 


bis Power and Working in Them that believe, 
or what Human Virtue, aſſiſted and ſtrength- 
ened, as it may be to any Degree whatever, 
by this ſupernatural Divine Spirit, is really 
capable of. But this We know, That he 
Spirit of Chriſt is able to do exceeding abun- 
dantly above all that We can aſk or think, and 


by his mighty Operation 7o ſubdue all Things 


to Himſelf. The diſcreet Chriſtian may here, 
without any Contradiction to the Principles 
of Wiſdom and common Senſe, ſubſcribe to 
that well known, and found though paradox- 
ical, Adage, Credo quia impoſſibile eſt; For 
though, humanly ſpeaking, the ſuperlative 
Difficulty and Unconceiveableneſs of any 
Thing can be no direct Proof of its Credi- 
bility; and therefore this Motive of Aſſent 
is derided by Thoſe who, meaſuring all Power 


by the narrow Line of Human Capacity, are 


not wiſe; yet this ſame extraordinary Diffi- 
culty or Unconceiveableneſs may ſometimes 
yield an accidental and additional Proof or 

Preſumption 


Set es 
Preſumption that the Matter in queſtion is 
a fit and worthy Object of Divine Power. 
And this Rule is not more juſtly applicable 
in any Caſe, than to the Paint now under 
Conſideration, For it is moſt certain and 


undoubted that when St. Paul declared Him- 


ſelf willing to taſte Death, even the Death «of 


the Croſs, for his Countrymen, if it had been 


poſſible that This ſhould have been the Means 


of bringing Them to Glory, his Dependance 
was upon 7he Excellency of @ Power which way 
of God, and not of Himfelf. 


It ſeems then, upon a ſtrict and juſt Exa- 


mination of my Text, that the Apoſtle's 


Sentiment or Wiſh is ſo far from being either 
on the one Hand unworthy of and inadequate 
to the Solemnity and Energy of the Aſſeve- 
rations with which it is introduced, or on the 
other repugnant to the moſt radical and com- 
manding Principles and Impreſſions of Nature, 
of Reaſon, and of Religion, and as ſuch ſhock- 
ing and indefenſible; that its true and real Im- 


portance is, above any other Inſtance that can 


be named, agreeable with and reſolvable into 
a practical Expreſſion of thoſe two ſummary 
Precepts which are the Standard of Chriſtian 


Obedience and Perfection, The loving the Lord 


his God with ALL his Heart, and with ALL his 
Soul, and with ALL his Strength, and with ALL 


his Mind, and his Nerghbour AS HIMSELF, 
But 
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But when We conſider the Apoſtle as freely 
and voluntarily ſubmitting Himſelf to re 


whole Manner and Proceſs of the Sufferings 


of Chriſt, for the Sake of his Countrymen ; 
and moreover that This was an original De- 
claration, ariſing not only from a moral Af- 
ſurance of his own Sincerity, but proceeding 
from that extraordinary Suggeſtion of the Holy 
Ghoſt, which aſcertains the :nfallible Certainty 
of his Perſuaſion ; (which Authority greatly 
diſcriminates the Profeſſion contained in the 
Text from That of all other Perſons who may 
have declared their Affection in like Terms in 
Imitation of this Example;) under this View 
Imuſt aver that St. Paul's Reſignation of Him- 
ſelf is the very Height and Summit of Chrijſ- 
tian Morality; the moſt eminent tranſcen- 
dent Degree of Piety and Charity to which 
Human, and, why may I not add? to which, 
according to the Meaſure of our Conceptions, 
Creaturely Nature, can be exalted; as being 
indeed a molt lively Expreſſion of Divine, of 
Godlike Excellence; which, next to the adore- 
able Example of the Captain of our Salva- 
tion, deſerves to be admired as The Glory of 
the Goſpel, inaſmuch as it is a Demonſtration 
that this Choſen Veſſel was filled with the Holy 
Gh, and that the very ſame Mind was iu 
Him which was in Chriſt Jeſus *. ; 
* See Appendix K. 


And 
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And now what can commend the Goſ- 
pel of Chriſt more than that Height of 


Perfection to which its Principles lead on 


Thoſe who have taſted of the Heavenly Gift, 
and been made Partakers of the Holy Ghoſt, 
of the good Word of God, and the Powers of 
the World to come! I will not affirm that St. 
Paul's Profeſſion in the Text does not ſurpaſs 
the bounden Duty of every Diſciple of the 
Goſpel, and that all Chriſtians are required 
to obtain ie precious Faith, and to riſe to 
the ſame exalted Degrees of Charity, and 
Piety, and Zeal with Him. But fince, thro' 
the Knowledge of the Son of God, We are 
_ every one of us called to a State of excellent 
Glory and Vertue, let me briefly exhort All 
who are Partakers of the heavenly Calling, 
to ſet open the Door of their Hearts, hat the 
King of Glory may come in and fulfill all 
the good Pleaſure of his Goodneſs, and the 
Work of Faith with Power; that the Name 
of our Lord Yeſus Chriſt may be glorified in 


Us, and We in Him, according to the Grace 


of our God, and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, More 


eſpecially may the God of all Power and 
Might make his Grace to abound to the Mi- 
niſters of his glorious Goſpel, that We, the 
Badge of whole Profeſſion is Zeal to extend 
the Benefits of Chriſt's Redemption, having 
all Sufficiency in ail Things, may abound and 

proſper 
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proſper in every good Work. And though We. 
ſhould not be able to drink of the Cup which 


our Redeemer drank of, and to be baptized 


with the Baptiſm wherewith He was baptized, 
may We nevertheleſs, through a ſtedfaſt 
Affiance in the Operation of his marvellous 


Power, be ever prepared to offer unto the 
Lord an Offering in Righteouſneſs, to do or 


to ſuffer whatſoever is common to Man, in 


the Service of Chriſt and his Church, and fo 
be Followers of the Holy Apoſtle, as He alſo 
was of Chriſt, under the Bleſſed Influences of 


of the Divine Spirit, who poured into -/rs- 


Heart, I could almoſt ſay, 


« Love without End, and without Meaſure Grace.“ 


For this Purpoſe let us bow our Knees unto 
be Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, of whom 
the whole Family in Heaven and Earth is 
named : that He would grant us according to 
the Riches of his Glory, to be ſirengthened with 
Might by his Spirit in the inner Man, that 
Chriſt may dwell in our Hearts by Faith, that 
We being rooted and grounded in Love, may be 
able to comprehend with all Saints, what is 
the Breadth, and Length, and Depth, and 
Height, and to know the Love of Chriſt 
M 


which 
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which paſſeth Knowledge, that We may be 


filled with wi the Og wet God. 


Now unto Hin that 1s able fo 45 ig 
abundantly, above all that We aff or think, 
according to the Power that 'worketh in Us, 
unto Him be Ghry in the Church by Chriſt 
Feſus, throughout all 7. ww orld. 0! thout 


End. Amen. 
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APPENDIX. 


S there are in ſeveral eminent Wri- 
ters who have conſidered this re- 
markable Text, . Paſſages very ma- 
terial and pertinent to the Subject, 
ns; though ſuppoſed to be not altogether 
juſt, yet — of Notice, which could 


not be comprized within the Limits of theſe 


Diſcourſes, it has been thought proper to 
collect and ſubjoin them by Way of Appen- 
dix. By this Enlargement the Reader will 
have a ſufficiently perfect View of the Senti- 
ments of theſe learned Perſons, and of the 
Arguments by which they have endeavoured 
to aſcertain the Apoſtle's Meaning ; as alſo 
of the Application of fome Texts and Paſ- 
fages which are briefly referred to in the 


aun _ 
A. 


Chryſo om having 0 to the Und 
ſtanding of St. Paul s With of a violent 


M 2 Death 
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Death, or the Forfeiture of his Life, as a 
a Conſtruction unſuitable to the Terms, E. 


T8To Ne, Tws Avatiua tavioy n Sf 
. a&To TB N ανe; 0 yap TouaT®» Yarvat®» parc 
Nov TW Te Xpip's ouvnTle No, xai ν Ho- 
15 &ToAguey exeivns Tor, Propoſes the fol- 
lowing Interpretation of the AvaSeua aro Te 
Xp. Gi TaTo xoTlouai, Ono, Kai gi 
7 YopioFnvai Ta Tept Xpipoy Yopsy jm 
ThiwInval, I TH AyaTys cuts (wn YyevaTo, 
ETHEL xai Tale I ayamiv Emo) ANY Kat 
Tis ATAGUEEDS EXELVNS, Xa&t TH5 A, xaTtr- 
OeZapny ay. — Kai B ν,e nIews ay g - 
loy, xai T1s Aeg exeiwns Tys aTppnTs, Ka 
r UTEMELVE ar Ta dur. Propterea di. 
crucior, ait. et, fi quidem fiert poſſet, vellem 
ab eo Choro ſeparari, atque alienari, qui Chriſ- 
tum circumdat; non ab Ipſius Amore, (abſit, 
guandoquidem n herc propter Amorem faci- 
ebat) ſed illa Fruitione atque Gloria privari 
ſuſtinerem. Et a Regno Cœlorum libens 
exciderem, et ab illa ineffabil Gloria; atque 
adverſa ommia tolerarem. To this Interpre- 
tation We may oppole the Words of Witfius, 


Hæc perpetua et conſtans Dei Voluntas eſt, 


primum Nature humane inſita, deinde in 
_ Evangelio patefacta, ut Homo Ratione ſua 
utens nolit eſſe æternum nn, velit eſſe 
æternum Beatus. | | 


Numquid 


1 
n 


Numquid omnes Difficultates unica hac 
Obſervatione modeſtis Animis, / non prorſus 
eximantur, ſaltem plurimum minuuntur, quod 
in hoc Voto eluceat heroicus Exceſſus, et 
quaſi Ecſtaſis quædam Amoris, qui unice in 
amabile Objectum ſuum intentus, ulinfque 
Bonum incredibili Ardore deſiderans, nun- 
quam ſibi in Votis ſuis ſatisfacit; juſto ſe re- 
miſſius diligere credens, ſi ſollicita Delibera- 
tione ſingula, an et quatenus fieri queant, 
expenderet. Anxia illiuſmodi Deliberatio ſe- 
dati magis Animi eſt, et modeſte amantis, 
quam Hominis extraordinario Amoris Im- 
petu velut extra ſe rapti: qualem ſeſe hic re- 


Præſentare Paulus videtur. Olæ Tis xopoy wk 


eic os Epacns, att Is vopurQuy eAzTTBIIAL TH 
pts, x To AouToy TpoT@PEAIEIWY ayH” 
TAnpwoa. Velut inſatiabilis Amator, qui ſem- 
per citra Debiti Lineam ſe conſiſtere credit, 


et quod deeſt ſummo ſtudio implere nititur, ait 


Photius, Hoc ferme modo Pauli Votum 
concipit præſtantiſſimus Sacrarum Literarum 
Interpres Martinus Bucerus. Votum hoc, 
inquit, non niſi ex incomparabili Dolore de 
Ruina et Perditione Mraelis exiſtere potuit. 


Probavit ergo eo PORT ENTOSANM Doloris 


ſui magnitudinem, indeque et Amoris in 
iſtum 


"$i 6 


iſtum Populum. Optabam, vel Orabam, dicit. 


Significat ſe non perpetuo hoc oraſſe, verum 


aliquando; nimirum quum Dolor iſte ex 


Contemplatione Exitii tantæ Gentis, quæ 


etiam Deo chara adeo fuerat, ſingulariter in- 


valuiſſet. Tum certe Perditionem Illorum 


Sui Diſpendio avertere, et Salutem illorum 
ſuo Exitio redimere in Jucro poſuiſſet. Ra- 
prtur fiquidem ad Impoſſibilia Animus tantts 
&ftibus agitatus. Et poſtquam Moſis Exem- 
plum cum hoc Pauli contendiſſet, fic pergit ; 
(digna enim Viri magni Verba exiſtimo, 
quæ et hic legantur, quoniam graphice he- 
roicos ardentiſſimæ Charitatis Raptus deli- 


neant) Sic, inquam, pergit Bucerus. Nec 


vero convenit hic objicere quod uterque, 
-Mojes et Paulus, Deum ſumme amarint, nec 


ullius Vi Creaturæ potuerint ab Amore Dei 
divelli. Haud fiquidem tum, quando iſta 


-orabant, librabant Se inter Deum et Res 


alias, utro inclinarent; ſed totum Animum 


habebant defixum in Exitio tanti Populi: 
quem quum ex Spiritu Dei diligerent multo 


vehementiſſime, nihil aliud in iſta mentis 


Ecſtaſi cogitare poterant, quam ſi quo pacto 
poſſent eripere illos ex æterna Everſione et 
Morte. Quare uf ſunt Sancti ſui ipſorum ad 


omnia imprimis prodigi, nihil illis prius oc- 


currit, quam ut Deo ſui Commutationem 


pro Redemptione Populi Iſraelitici offerant: 


quæ 


1 


que Commutatio obyicit eis, ut que fit ipſis 


permaximi: non quidem quod ſe ipſos tant: 
exiſtiment; ſed quad beari in Domino fibi 


merito ſummum fit cujus Diſpendium faci- 
ant. i Exceſſus ſunt Charitatis were flagran- 
4, gut Deo diſplicere non poſſunt, quum ex 
Cheriate proventant, que Deum deleftat unicr. 
Pauculis interpoſitis hæc addit: (ſo. Bucerus, 
laudatus a Witfo } Dum {cripſit Huy op nv, H- 
bam, non wyw, oro, ſignificavit hanc Ora- 
tionem fuiſſe nec perpetuam, nec Animi in 
Deo tranquilli, fed extra. ſe rapti, et jam, ex 
Conſideratione Perditionis hujus tot Seculis 
ſancti Populi, quique ex omnibus Populis 
Orbis ſolus Dei Populus fuiſſet, ſumme af- 
flicti et perturbati. Hactenus Bucerus. Tem- 
perare mihi non poſſum quin profitear vehe- 
menter Me Lectione et Exſcriptione horum 
Verborum affectum fuiſſe. Adeo Vir ſanc- 
tus in Animum Apoſtoli videtur penetraſſe, 


et quaſi venſum aliquem flagrantiſſimæ, et, 


ut optime ait, portentaſæ illius Charitatis in 


ſe habuiſſe, quem vix quiſquam vividius re- 
præſentet. Et quamvis aſſeverare non auſim 
omnino mihi Obſervatione iſthac ſatisfactum 


eſſe, (nam non approbo ſane que de præteri- 


to ĩimperfecto notat, ob ea quæ F. xxiv. dic- 
ta ſunt ) R tamen ſum, non eſſe 


Non poterat Paulus jam e Chr fine Cauſam 
fervidiſſime agens, et de Judeoram Induratione ac Rejec- 
tione 


— 


: — — — © — . . 2 * 5 


— — — - — — 
4 
— . ˙ ———— EE * r — 
* — — — . - 


— 
—— - N 
= 


— 
— _ 
* 
”— 


y ——_ —_————— * 
— — — RS I = 


— _ — 8 
e ,. — 
— — Donny 


—— — 


A 2-7 


"2 -E - 3 * 33 
„PFC 0b — 


r 


e Re ES = 


. Tis,, quod quidam urgent, nota in Græca 


[ 88 ] 


illos idoneos harum rerum Mſtimatores, qui 


Cogitationes ſuas longe ſupra illius, que 


plerumque obtinet et laudari folet, Cha- 


ritatis Teporem extollere non didicerunt. Si 


quis quodadmodo ſaltem aliquos Divini 
Amoris Raptus expertus eſt, Is demum rite 


cognoſcet omnia fic amantis Vota et Verba 


ad vivum reſecanda non eſſe: neque exi- 
genda ad amuſſim Orationis ex compoſito 
ſedatoque Animo proficiſcentis. 


Witt Exercitatio de Votivo Anathe- | 


mate Pauli. d. XXX1. 


tione acriter nunc diſputans, FRE erga eos FRY Olin 


jam ac Vehementiam ex us rebus probare guns. olim fe- 
cerat antequam Religionem Chrifti amplexus fuiſſet. Facile 
fuiſſet Judæis oggerere, Quamvis hactenus nos Charitate 
proſecutus fueris, dum a noſtris ſtares partibus, oltea ta- 
men quam Te ad Chriſtum contuliſti, mutaſti Animum, et 
quoniam Nos quoque infenſos Tibi habere meruiſti, vicifim 
nos probris et maledictis inceſſis. At fi hæc dicta intelli- 
gantur de præſenti ſtatu, eoque Tempore quo hæc ipſa ſcri- 
bebat, et ſignificetur etiam tum illum voluiſſe pro iis Anathema 
eſſe a Chrifto, de ejus adverſus illos Benevolentia dubitari non 


poteſt, Sed nec Verba ipſa Explicationem iſtam admittunt. 


Quomodo enim Paulus optare poterat ut Anathemate aliquo 
2 Chrifto ſepararetur, quo Tempore nulla Conjunftiene 
Chriſtum attigerat, aut attingebat? Quodnam etiam Amo- 
ris erga Judæos Argumentum, fi eorum Cauſa lubens fe ſe- 
parar1 pateretur ab Eo jo uam Ipſe dicebat Anathema, et 
quem pro execrabili habebat? Neque ulla N tempo- 
OCe yv o eſt: 
frequens enim eſt Græcis imperfecti pro ene Uſus, 
five addita, five omiſſa particula ay. Pro exemplo fit Act. 
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Pina Paulum, non ſimpliciter dicen- 


tem, velle ſe pro tribulibus ſuis, poſtquam 


crediderat, ſeparari: hoc erat enim magis 
terribile; ſed non ait, ab hoc tempore opt 
Jem fieri Anathema, ſed optaſſem fuiſſe ; ac ſi 
diceret, magis optaſſem, ut ſi Vos ad Foals. 
cationem cucurriſſetis, ut Ego aliquantiſper 
adhæſiſſem litere Legis in foribus, et ſub 
umbra delituifſem, quam ut præveniens Vos, 


et Curſum Fidei currere anticipans, Vos ad- 
huc intuear hoſtili animo eſſe, nec ad Gra- 


tiam convertendos. Certe ſi tardaſſet Ille ad 
N hunc 
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hunc modum, non magnopere defeciſſet; 
nam cum multi eum preveniflent, ita ti- 


more tenebatur ne ab ullo ſuperaretur, ut 


etiam, ficut cum Veritate libere loquitur, 
curſu et ſtudio cunctos poſt ſe reliquerit. Ita 


Tarditas illi nihil incommodi tulit. Timore 


valido percellebatur pro iis, qui in Fidem 
erant ita animati, ne ſi per Vitæ Curſum ob- 


durati manerent, æternam ſibi Perditionem 


procurarent. Prætulit ergo illorum Salutem 


ſuæ Feſtinationi, ut ſalvarentur. Conſide- 


randum eſt, quod Divina Scriptura pro Ma- 
lefacto et Supplicio Anathema uſurpat: unde 


et illud cogitandum, quod hac Voce Paulus 


Pro 
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pro Salute Tribulium vellet impiorum Sup- 
plicia tolerare ; nec ſimpliciter, ſed a Chr:/to 
Judice inflicta: Hoc enim ſignificare poteſt 
a Chriſto, nempe Sententiam pronunciante 
punitivam. Eft hoc dictu magnum et mi- 
rum certe; ſed nullam ſubinducit a Chr:/?: 
Deſiderio vel Conjunctione Separationem, nec 


ſuperius poſitarum Dubitationum aliquam 


admittit. Velle enim quemlibet extrema 
quæque in Corpore ſuo pati pro Salute alio- 
rum, non Minutionem divini Affectus ope- 
ratur, licet a cælis infligatur, quin potius 
adauget. Dedidit ſe quocirca divinus Pau- 
lus, et optavit gravia et inſufferenda [h. e. 


N 2 acerbiſſima] 
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acerbiſſima] Supplicia pecterre, 6 videret- ſos 
Contribules Invidiam et hoſtilem Animum 
in Cbriſtum deponere; fi grave et intolerabile. 
Legis Onus excutere, et ſub Chriſti et (1. ſub 

benigno) . Gratiæ et levi Jugo; poſitos. 
Phetii Epiſtol. 166. 


D. 


Gomer 3 whoſe Words are, Quemadmo- 
hn Cbriſtus pro nobis factus eſt Anathę- 


ma, ſimpliciter quidem, ſed non in perpe- 


tuum. Atque hoc modo Paulum fieri 
Anathema voluiſſe, nunc re diligentius ex- 
penſa, conſentaneum exiſtimo, magiſque ve- 
riſimile, quam ut fimpliciter, et de perpetuo 
Exitio intelligamus. And he gives the fol- 
lowing juſt and good Reaſons for his Opi- 
nion: Nam etſi Charitas Dei Charitati erga 
Nos fit præponenda, tanquam ſummum ac 
primum Mandatum, magiſque Dei Gloria 


quam Salus noſtra ſit amanda; Juſtitiæ ta- 
Men 


| 9 J 

men contrarium eſt, ut fimpliciter Anathema 
eſſe, et Exitio æterno devoveri ac Salute 
æterna excidere optemus. Hoc enim et 
Amori Dei aw atur, optare ut ab illo, 
ſummo Bono noſtro, perpetuo ſepararemur ; et 
Amori erga Nos repugnat, ut et ſummo 
noſtro Bono ſemper | careamus, et ſummo 
Malo ac ORE? in eternum afficiamur. 


&. Baſil had al, piyen an Interpretation 
in Subſtance. agreeing with This, and with 
the Sentiments of Photias in the laſt Article 
of this Appendix. His. Words are, IIa 
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US. Itemque Paulus aperte op- 


tare auſus eſt, ut Ipſe pro Fratribus ſuis 


cognatis ſibi ſecundum Carnem Anathema 


eſſet a Chriſto; nempe qui Exemplo Chriſti 
ſuam cum illorum Salute cuperet commu- 
tare, et illud tamen etiam ſimul non igno- 
raret, non poſſe fieri ut Is alienaretur a Deo, 
qui ob Charitatem eam quam in illum ha- 

beret, 
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beret, ſervandi cauſa maximi omnium Man- 


dati, Dei Gratiam abjeciſſet; ſeque ob eam 


cauſam multo plura E r quam quæ 


dediſſet. 


Ilegt Tus eis Tov Ano AyaTlNs 


Dodaridge's Paraphraſe on Coloſſ. i. 24.— 


I rejoice even in my Sufferings for you, and 
with great Pleaſure fill up whatever 1s 
wanting of the Afflictions of Chriſt in hrs 
Members, by taking Part -of them in my 
own Fleſh, for the Sake of his Body, which 


1s his Church. 


Nate on the ſame. Nothing could be 
further from the Apoſtle's Intention (as We 

may leara from the whole Tenor of his 
Writings) than to intimate that the Suffer- 
ings of Chriſt were imperfect, as to that 
Fulneſs of Atonement, which was neceſlary 
in order to the Juſtification of Believers. 
But He deeply retained in his Mind the Im- 
preſſion of that firſt Leſſon which He had 
from his Saviour's Mouth, viz. that He was 
perſecuted in his Members. (Acts ix. 4.) 


He therefore conſidered it as the Plan of 


Providence, that a certain Meaſure of Suf- 


ferings ſhould be endured by His Body of 


which Chrit was the Head; and He re- 
Joices 
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«6 
joices to think that what He endured in his 


own Perſon, was congruous to that wiſe 
and gracious Scheme. 


Photius's Expoſition of the ſame Text ; 
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Quomodo vero Paulus Reliquias Calami- 
tatum Chriſti in Corpore ſuo ſupplere po- 
tuit? De hoc ſupereſt, ut mecum diſquiras. 


Cave, ita hoc accipias, ac fi Chriſtus non 


omnia quæ perpeti debebat, perpeſſus ſit: ne- 


que enim quicquam ulla in re reliquum fecit: 
ſed Gratia ejus ſuperabundavit. Quas igitur 


Reliquias Paulus ſupplet? Eas ſcilicet quas 


Salvator, ſiquidem adhuc inter Homines fu- 
iſſet, cum Paulus Præconio Evangelii funge- 
retur, docens ipſe et præſens, Creaturæque 
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ſux Curam agens, perpeſſurus erat, has, in- 


quam, Perpeſſionum Chr4/iz Reliquias Paulus 


ipſe patiens, pro ipſo ſupplebat. Hoc ſcili- 
cet etiam ad Verbi, quo utitur, efficaciam 
propius accedit. Neque enim ſimpliciter ait 


cr , Ted arravamngw, h. e. Domino 


et Mayiſtro Servus ego et Diſcipulus Miniſte- 


rium ejus ſuſcipiens, Reliquias quoque Paſ- 


fionum ejus viciſſim ſuppleo. Que enim ille 


perpeſſus eſt, . cum nondum Mihi hanc Pro- 
vinciam credidiſſet, eorum, poſtquam illam 
ſuſcepi, Rekiquias in Corpore meo ſupplere 
convenit. Quod vero Diſcipuli Succeſſores 
Domini in Miniſterio ſuo conſtituti fint, etiam 

aliunde 
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Nau AmToqpoAw votpnox. Kai TROTEL, OT Ws) 


Ths Sepia ræblus erb ohn, er Tgob mer 


; Y A 113: | ; 63 e 
unde non v difficulter intelligitur ; his vero 
Paulus ipſe fibi ſuffecerit. Omnia enim, in- 
quit, ex Deo ſunt, qui nos Sibi reconciliauit 
per Jeſum Chriſtum, nobſſue Conciliationis 
Minifterium tradidit. Item: Pro Chriſto 
Legatione fungimur, tanquam Dec a 
per Nos pro Chriſto, Reconciliemini Deo. 

cut igitur Verbum Reconciliationis naCti Se 
Diſcipuli, atque adeo pro Chriſto Legatione 
funguntur; ita etiam ea, quæ Chriſtus adhuc 
perpeſſurus erat, ſi Miniſterio illo amplius 
eſſet perfunctus, ipſi quoque in Corpore ſuo 
convenienter pro Ipſo ſuſtinent et implent ; 
inter Eos vero vel maxime Paulus, qui factis 


O . 
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| RH. To re Y Voepnpua x ebe 
[ AA ts To sos avnme peper ai Ths YpaPns. | 
. Kai ta Teeα⁰αν,d¹ o Tlavaos avaTAnger, B% 
j 00% aTAWs vitpnoer, Y ors vag nov Ti 0 
| > wing, oTEp 1 PopTixor. AAA. og pn Tapa- 
' heures ru ννπα/ᷓ ,’ꝭ Lavaw, wai Tos an” 
1 Xos Oprantais, sr EU av xaivntrn, xab oy 
[ TPOTeY Kat Tp KNpPUTTWY Kai Eαάνον eAiCoperes ; 
ö T1 Caonuay Tw Oupaywy. | | 
1 ſuis confiſus, dicit, Nullo eorum qui valdę 5 
i Junk Apoſtoli inferior Jum. Vide vero prete- f 
} rea, Expoſitionem hanc ita comparatam eſſe, 
ut nihil adfectati ſecum ferat. Vox enim ; 
} Lemma nullam Vim patitur, ſed ex con- þ 
Ul ſueto Scripture Uſu explicatur. Paulus vero : 
| illa Toenare ſupplet, non que ſimpliciter , 
if reliqua facta ſint, aut quod Salvatori quic- 8 
| | quam defuerit, quod abſurdum dictu foret: 
3 {ed illa quæ, fi Miniſterium hoc Paulo aliiſ- 
| que Diſcipulis ſuis non commiſiſſet, perpeſ- Fe 
1 ſurus erat, et exantlaturus, quemadmodum b 
1 antea Prœconio Ipſe fungens, et Regnum 8 
jt alen annuncians, perpetiebatur. | 7 
þ Ex * — . Ae apud __ f 
n 
n 
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The Paſſage of Photius referred to is 
the following. 


Te facto Pratt EE s &TA Ws yuyt 


TNLAWEW To &V aTIPIR, x OY UTO Th INN. 


* ELPAEVOY. Eure 9 av ein us Thais 
n AToAuTpwois, X To oy uTeg Two le- 
eb Tlepibnpa yep xantv txtivo H o 

 TaXaos ods Aoyos, wat THV ckxihiæ y u 
TUpExETH TY OvoucnTis To wanaioy e νεν 


TW@Y AVOSEV PMNVIKATWY eis Aw EVETITTON, 


K TAYHK5 aulss TWY TETIAMNKENWY LTUTEG® 


bai ouvno Foro, &I pool wegs 70 ou 


Aar ei Twi aulwy, os OM. „ %ANpe &Pofio” 
; | SES, 


Yo Ile * poteſt n ſimpliciter 
Fonificare 10 quod contemptum eſt, et pedi- 
bus quaſi ſubjectum. Rectius vero Senſum 
expreſſeris per Redemprionem, et V. ictimam 
pro aliis piacularem. Illam enim Veteres 
frequentius ITeprnue appellare conſueverunt, 
Appellationiſque illius hanc reddunt Ratio- 
nem. Quandocunque Veteres in divini Nu- 
minis Indignationem ineiderant, praveque fac- 
torum pænas a Se repeti ſentiebant, tum Ci- 
ves unum aliquem ſuorum, qui vel ſorte 

2 delectus 
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TX lov Tpogveo Hl, Hal KAIHXpTLOV . WT 


yea Iau, TS Nee01 Wepitor)ts xa, EN up” 
vol, Hep nya npewr, eA&yor, yevse Exeiber ev o 
TONAL TANKS ToPws RINKAAGOTIOU, II 
£15 Tn uT@xo1 Te Xp, edev de nitov xa 
ron £5w PWYWP, N 001 Koper 1 R VN . 
* EVNY s, E 001 vn. TNRAYHL KA TA” 
&FnTAL T0 Tpoxeiuevoy. Kai ThwV Gwvny Ta” 
2 G not, Leg. gnαε, .Tp23s Kop 
hies ypape!, wavy tyevoun Tw or. yap 
ws Tavlw Iepbnua low iz rays eraoxey 
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delectus erat, vel ſuo Arbitrio atque adeo 
ſponte Se pro omnibus in victimam ſiſtere 


eoſque expiare ſtatuerat, agmine facto, cin- 
gentes, manibus eum tangere, palpare, et de- 


linire quaſi ſolebant, dicentes, Sis noſtrum 
Peripſema. Inde igitur factum eſt, ut Pau- 
lus, qui multa ſæpe ſapienter in obſequium 
Chriſti redegit, idem non minus de Phraſibus 
Gentilium faceret, non in quantum comptz 
ille eſſent et jucundæ auditu, ſed in quan- 
tum ad rem recte ſignificandam et repræſen- 
tandam optime eſſent accommodatæ. Vo- 


cem itaque ejuſmodi hoc loco deligens, ad 
Corinthios ſcribit Omnium  factus ſum Per! pſe- 


ma. Vere enim, tanquam Victima piacularis 
omnium, omnia Cahamitezam genera ſuſtine- 


bat, 


3 


xo ETRAWT WpEtTO, KaL T el,; XATETEN 
yo. Ew T NN. Kay yap epoxy Pwvny 
ce Exelws TW aNAwv aravlwy avipporov. vi 
r nuetlepay xauynoy xay aqn nuepar 
aTol\vnoxa. Opas orws mv Taviov Kabapoior, 
xa Teprigy, wor IIS . Oud'e yap ure 
l89\atwy provoy ETUpToAfTO Ta £v9d'ov, xa PAL” 
Yer, xa 7% pups E5wotv gnaoye!. Ou! 
UTEp Suyſery, NA Kat uTep EXAnvuv Kat 


Bapcapwy, xai Taviuy anhys AvlpuTuy, tt 


Fws T0, ws auTos cou, Siagwon O Ta 
7 

vuy &ytevtlo xab exaqny nutpar, TETo Kai dit 
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bat, et vexabatur, et duriſſima quæque 


perpetiebatur. Mitto alia. Invenio vero 
et aliam ejuſdem Dictionem, cum cæteris 
omnibus comparandam : per Gloriationem 
noſtram indies morior. Vides utique, quo- 
modo Omnium fuerit Piaculum, et Victima, 
et Peripſema. Neque enim pro Judæis ſo- 
lum intra Se urebatur et ardebat, foriſque infi- 
nita mala patiebatur; neque pro Cognatis tan- 
tum, ſed et pro Græcis et Barbaris, omni- 
buſque omnino Hominibus, num quem for- 
taſſe, quod Ipſe clamabat, ſalvare poſſet. 
Quod igitur quotidie fiebat, id Verbis quo- 
que conteſtabatur, Omnium Se Peripſema fac- 
Lum eſſe, profeſſus. 

| Hunc 
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Te Avy3 anayJeAf, Tiartwy Nleprpmce Age 
Vwy YEYENnoIat. | 
Be&Eaio Se To mTpoxtipevoy TB ν,ᷓ̃v EYE 
x&u 1 xata moda Tureqve,α Te PH. Ou 
yap WwTpeTwy viacs, Fnoy TAUTH AfyYw, ol 
2x over iC,@a TY evepyeoiav, IE Tas yapuras, 
YAAL TI, ws Texve ayannte veSerw. Ott 
yep Tae Texva TaTpirens Evepyeoias MEAVITIA1, 
xa 2% aTAys Texve, NA ai ayanitea, 
T#TEF WW, TOOgTOV OIXELYPAGL UphkRS, KAL TOTYTOV 
ru ujkov AYaTlhs xxanopal, wot IIe 
Upkwy 8B TXpaiTBpai yiveo tai, Ouua, xo le- 
petov, xasi Kagapoioy “e vw. Kai de xai 
n 08JoTlNS Tis & TY Aoyw Guy Imxys Tpos TETO 
pMAaNAov peTe. Ths H 1 pos To pn THY 


IN, 


Hunc vero Significatum firmat ipſa Sermo- 
nis Series. Non enim, inquit, pudefaciens 
Jos haec dico, h. e. non exprobro Vobis Be- 
neficentiam meam, neque Beneficia Vobis 
exhibita. Quid igitur? U Filios dilectos po- 
tius admoneo. Filios enim paternæ Benefi- 
centiæ meminiſſe decet, imprimis, quum non 
ſimpliciter ſunt Filii, ſed etiam dilecti. Sen- 
ſis itaque eſt: Vos adeo mihi vendico, at- 
que ita veſtri Amore ardeo, ut non dubi- 
tem Peripſema pro Vobis fieri, et in veſ- 
trum Commodum me ipſum inſtar Sacriſicii 

et 
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apy, Te TO pv WTIAWPREVOY NA KATAT 
lugrov TIASI AAN arohiborai nate u 
SurTacy, GAN 8% ITANTQN. O ds c- 
S xa% Yeomeoios Tlavacs A TleLnua Q IIA- 
TIN eyevouny, Gnow, aaa IANTQN. Ou 
perv, ANG Kat TO TponyBuevov Yewpiov Ts 


Ar SS Th Iiavois TavTy ovpOFtyſerar EA 


Twv Yap, Aoidopepevor wAoyeper, M 
cc , SAαοοοοπννοσ εαι νάμενεινννεν, r- 
yaye, Qs THepmaJapuare Ta oops fyevy- 
Inuev, Taviey [Ipnua tws apri, TBTECl, Tt 
He & exa9"ov TE5 To araphuiuodai, X.cul 
Tas UAE, xa Tes aywvas, vs uTep TH 
vgs le pcs Ewinpies vOIpauai Ev wepanay Pa” 
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et Vidtimæ piacularis offerre. Ipſa porro 
Vocum Structura ad hunc potius Significa- 
tum tenendum, quam illum, de quo primo 


loco diximus, adducit. Si enim contemptum 
aliquid et abominandum inferretur, Structur 


Vocum idonea Vocem Tao; (omnibus) potius 


quam Tay)wy (omnum) requireret. Jam vero 


ſapiens et divinus Paulus non ait, Peripſema 
Omnibus fa&us ſum, ſed Omnium. Imo vero 
et ea quæ hanc Phraſin hoc loco proxime an- 
tecedunt, Senſui huic velificantur. Poſtquam 
enim dixerat, Conviciis affects bene precamur, 
vexati ſuſtinemus, infamati precumur, ſubjungit, 
facti ſumus ut Purgamenta Mundi, et ut Om- 

nium 
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ye, ws TepmeaSapuare tytrigvnuer Te Ko- 


pe Tlevrwy TlepiLnue gw apri. Kai Yao 


To Lepinavaguarea on ein prey ay KATH Te 
Seruvypers xai qruxles ManNov S appoctt 
yuyt Ta KRayapoin xai TH j“ OuvuaTt, & 
uTEsp aAAwv £109 S Ial, Tap av Ian 
rel und“ erepoy To onualouers Ty annyec 
Aupeeict, e, © N X, TETH 
X&1 KIPEAIT IH 8 XExwAviats AvTE ap ws le- 
peioy 0 Lavaos ure Twv MadyTwy £QveTo, Toy 
AzoToln euipero wat Aibaonahor. Avre 
SK Ka TAPXIVWY, HALL MAYTE UTEP Ths 
aUuTWY F,wT1IPIQ;s THPY [ACT EVOPEY 0, * &TIPG5 
| | . 


nium Sordes 5 buc, h. e. quid Moleſtias 
omnes, et Calamitates, et Luctas, quas pro 
Vobis exantlavi, ſigillatim enarrare attinet ? 
Summatim dicam, Ut Purgamenta Mundi 
Jatti ſumus, et Sordes Omnium uſque huc. 


Quamvis enim Vox Hege SE etiam 


de Homine abominando et fugiendo adhi- 


beri poſſit, hoc tamen loco convenientius 


fuerit eam de Victimis piacularibus, quæ in 


aliorum Salutem offerri conſueverant, inter- 
pretari. Quoniam autem neuter Significa- 


tus Vero adverſatur, eum Quiſque eligere 


poterit, qui maxime arrideat. Sive enim 
inſtar Vidtimæ piacularis pro Diſcipulis of- 
Ferebatur Paulus, Dominum et Magiſirum 

utique 


Fs" 


xa thSeAvyueros evoruCe)o, gos Toy auloy 
aPopwy AtoToTlIV, TaMv Tavlk eTaoyels, 05 
Aotdopearevos , vEpiQouevos, X&1 TXv SO 
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utique imitabatur ; Sive docens Ipſe et ad- 
monens, omniaque pro Salute eorum faciens, 
contemptim habebatur et inviſus erat, etiam 
hoc ad eundem Dominum reſpiciens, perpe- 
tiebatur. Ille enim Conviciis et Injuriis one- 
ratus, omneque Ludibriorum Genus perpeſ- 
ſus, hominum injuriorum, probriſque inſec- 
tantium, Saluti et Commodis proſpicere non 
deſinebat. 

Ex Photii Am philochiis apud Wo Rum, 


2 258, 
G. 


Tep4nua , XN. et Uk wy Epe- 
% ExxAnoies Ths Hixon Tos aw, Epiſt. 
ad Epheſ. $. 8. Upon which Paſſage, in 
Ruſſel's Edition of the Apoſtolical Fathers, 
We have theſe Notes ; 


Flew mea UpwY *. x. N.] Locus procul- 
dubio corruptus, et quem non recte tranſtu- 


lit Vetus een ſed obſcuriorem reddi- 


3 dit: 
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dit: Scribe Tlepbnpea vuor tyw, xai Ayvic- 


pa vu Epeoiun, Xe. YOSS. 

Kai ayvritopai vwwo,] Vetus Interpres, 
Et caſtificetur. Scripſit, ut opinor, caſtiſicer. 
Ayrigopa pro Aid. fu quod adhuc 
apertius eſt in Epiſt. ad Trall. F. 13. Ayr 
Cera vuwy To tov Tvevua, i. e. Amicus 
tt PEARS. ——Legendum Ayriopar, 
Tpſe offerar in Victimam pro Eccleſia Ephe- 
fiorum. Interpolator Senſum Vocis non in- 
tellexit, 1deo hoc modo Tapappate. Teptn 
na ds vuwv xai Tis ayvoretTns EOto wy 
Exxanouess SMITH. | 

And again, in the ſame Epiſtle to the 
Epheſians, SF. 18. TlepLnua to tov xe. 
Ts Træups. On which Words we have the 
following Note. 

Lleci nus x. r. A.] Vitam meam dabo, 
tanquam Victimam piacularem poo Doctrina 
Crucis. S MIT H. 

This Senſe of the Words ITerLnpa and 
Hlepragappara is confirmed by the following 
Paſlages Gon the antient Scholiaſt upon Ariſ- 


tophanes, and another from Suidas. The for- 


mer, on the Equites, tells us, Erpsgov yap d- 
vas Aﬀnai Aiay ayeves Kai dagphess, Kai 
% %%*ipo SuuPopas Tiwos eneASBons T1 Tong 
(Aoijus Afyw, 1 TUTE Ti) £3voy TBTES EvE= 
«a xadapyairs Miacoual®-, s; * E 


9 ASAPNATA. Alebant enim Athe- 
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nienſes. 
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nienſes guoſdam valde ignobiles et inutiles, quos, 
quum malum ullum Civitati impenderet, ( Peſ- 
tis ſcilicet, aut tale quicquam) ad piaculum ex- 
piandum immolabant, quos appellabant Cathar- 
mata. And again in Plut. p. 48. KAOAP- 
MATA eAtyovlo, o £71 K . Aijpps [Aoi 
pre] Twos, 1 Twos ETEpas voc No Oos; 
Catharmata dicebantur, quia in Eæpiationem 
Famis | Peſtis] alicujus, aut alicujus alis 
Morbi ſacrificabantur Diis And upon the 
Word ITepnpa Suidas's Comment is, Ourws | 
ETEASYO! TW Kay ginulov GUuveyovIL TWY Kan 1 
X cov, HEPIYHMA nur yere, no SQTHPIA 
xat ATIOATYTPNQZIS, xa evicanoy Ty O- 
AZTON, Woaver To 12 wyt Ovoiay ary 
rules. Ei qui malis averruncandis quot- 
annis deſtinatus erat, fic imprecabantur, Sis þ| 
PERIPSEMA noſtrum, hoc eſt, S A. ll 
LUS et REDEMPTIO. Atque ita - 
illum in Mare projiciebant, quaſi Neptuno 
facrum ſolventes. Theſe devoted Perſons ! 
were allo ſometimes called Armyvge and 1 
Arc NE. 


P 2 Hav 
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| 
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IIa N er E IIæuAc, wa g 
NXPIGCπο onew)on* pace d Id., Our 
yap ai Suyſeves nai e WYMEvot, X&t 
gos Bs Ul Exe] avwye xa tr Tale” 
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pat avlenolts* I o uat o Tip avres A- 
7, xai 1 2,Tud'n, xai o Tloves, parnov dg 
rer wWz jn ohn o vomos edev Tn yapri ou* 
vaogreyuey, ues Tas exeiley madaywynlucas 
Y Se ri Vu] TREXOKEURTAI, WWE 
un Leſt, eM ai pelny as pos res IIxl ess 
ETay Jet σννẽmd=/hοννν wa pn XKpicos vo 
wy E E. MKAAAGY TFSTHUVEIO THI, MERA OV CAng® 
Cn. 


Omnia faciebat Paulus, ut omnes Chri/to 
lucrifaceret, imprimis Judæos. Erant illi 
Affines, Lege ordinabantur, ad eos promiſſa 
Patribus ab initio ſpectabant: illi ultra alios 
Prædicationi obſiſtebant: quocirca magis de 
illis laborandum et contendendum fuit; im- 
primis ne videretur Lex nihil Gratiæ commu- 
nicaſſe, nec Animas ab illa informandas nihilo 
magis aptas reddi; ne Promiſſiones Patribus 


face falſe putarentur ; ne (Hriſtus ab iis blaſ- 


phemetur, a quibus magis honorari debet ; ne 
qui conjunctiores Domino erant, in commu- 
| 5 nem 
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nem Dominum contumelioſius agerent ; ne 
ipſe videretur maximæ parti Conſanguineo- 
rum inſultare. Taliter enim Paulus erat 


animatus, ut ubique in omnibus Gloriam et 


Cultum abſolutum Deo debitum præſtari 
vellet, per Seipſum, per Genus ſuum, per 
Gentes, ne in aliquo deeſſet Apoſtolatus ſui 
Functionis, imprimis Infidelitas Conſanguine- 
orum illum male habebat, eorum Cauſa in- 
flammabatur. Hoc indicans dicit, Optarem 

Ego Anathema fieri: Hoc ut pronunciem 
Stimulus Amoris mei Me provocat: Affectio- 
nis mee Flamma Viſcera depaſcens ita Me 
cogit proclamare ; Amor erga Chriſtum meus 


perſuaſit 
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perſuaſit ut in animum inducam ſingulos ipſi 
conſecratos dare. 


3 3 


Veruntamen non minus tria hec quæ mox 


dicturi ſumus rata certaque omnibus eſſe de- 
bent, quibus explorata ſunt Pauli tam Mo- 
deratio Animi, quam Sapientia et Sanctitas. 
J. Non eſſe Votum iſtud præcipitanter ac te- 
mere conceptum, aut ſine matura Animi De- 
liberatione prolatum; quod de Jepthæ Voto 
fortean cogitare licet. Id enim ut de Paulo 
credamus vetat prudens illa et bene meditata 
Proteſtatio, qua ſermonem iſtum ſuum ordi- 
tur; Veritatem dico per Chriſtum, non men- 
tior, atteſtante mihi fimul Conſcientia mea per 
Shiritum Sanctum. II. Non eſſe etiam Vo- 
tum inane, ſani Conſilii expers, atque unde 
nulla poſſit in Eccleſiam redundare Utilitas. 
Tanto enim tamque inſolito prorſus appara- 
tu nihil agere, a Sapientia et a magno ſe- 
rio Apoſtoli perquam alienum eſt. III. Quic- 
quid denique vovet Apoſtolus non repug- 
nare ullo modo exactiſſimæ Sanctitati, vel 
quicquam continere quod eum ſuo aliorumve 
peccato 


r At as a0 (/ rs ae xi 


E Ten | 
peccato aliquo conjunctum fit; nedum ut 
minimum eo delibetur Gloriæ iſt quæ ſolius 


Chriſti AToAuTpwoet unice debetur. Vitſius. 


Deylingius, in the Concluſion of his Ob- 
ſervations upon the Text, with a particular 
reſpect to this Paſſage in W:tfuss Diſſerta- 
tion, profeſſes Himſelf diſſatisfied with the 
Senſe there recommended, and propoſes his 


own Acceptation of the With in the fol- 
lowing Terms; 


Mihi, ne quid Amado, Venen Pau- 
linum, in hunc Senſum explicatum, durum 
ſemper ac temerarium, et ab Apoſtoli Sanc- 
titate, et Animi Moderatione, qua in Epiſto- 
lis utitur, alienum, et tanta Gentium Doc- 
toris Sapientia, indignum viſum eſt. Cogi- 
tanti autem de Interpretatione magis 1do- 
nea et tanto Apoſtolo digna, peropportune 
in mentem venit, Verba AT TOC ET Q in 
oppoſitione ad TIIEP rον AſtAGuy ps in- 


ferre Permutationem Perſonarum ad idem 


genus Mali. Ex quo Orationis Paulinæ 
nexu manifeſtum fit voluiſſe Apoſtolum lu- 
benter Conditionem, et præſentem Judæorum, 
a Chriſto et Eccleſia rejectorum, Statum ſub- 
ire, ad eos Anathemate eximendos, et in 
Chriſtianorum numerum adducendos, e qui- 
bus Paulus erat. Talis igitur Anathematis 


Paulini Conditio h. I. eſt, qualis Anathe- 


matis 
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matis Statue, ſub quo Jude: tunc temporis 
erant. Jam autem per ſe patet Univerſam 
Judæorum Gentem, e quibus poſtea tam 
multi converſi et ſalvati fuerunt, tunc tem- 
poris, quo Paulus hec ſcribebat, nondum 
fuiſſe ad inferos præcipitatam, neque per hor- 
ridum quoddam abſoluti Decreti Fulmen, a 
Gratia divina et Gloriæ cœleſtis conſecutione 
final iter excluſam; contrarium docet ipſe 
Apoſtolus Cap. XI. hujus Epiſtolæ ad Ro- 
manos. Ergo nec Apoſtolus, facta Status 


permutatione, pro Judæis damnari potuit, 


aut ad Damnationem, pro Fratribus ſubeun- 
dam, Seſe devovit: ſed illam duntaxat ſubire 
voluit Fratrum Rejectionem, et Aradveuar®- 
Statum, ſub quo illo tempore erant, et quem 
Paulus ſupponebat, quando dixit Huyouny 
aulos S avaleua evai aro Ts Xpice TIIEP 
Tov aw ws. Ergo Jude: tunc E 
ris ſub Anathemate erant! ſed quali? non 
erant in inferno; nec morte violenta affecti. 
Ergo nec Apoſtolus Inferorum tormenta aut 
ſupplicium de Se ſumendum, in Fratrum 
Salutem, ſibi optavit. Paulus enim in eo- 
dem Anathematis Statu eſſe optavit, ſub 


quo erant Jude! Fratres. Hoc eſt, voluit 


ſeparari non perpetuo, fed aliquantiſper a 
Chriſto, ſervandorum Judæorum cauſa, et ejus 
ſuaviſſima Communione, ac Conjunctione 
cum Sorrels, cujus Caput Chritus eſt, privari, 


omiaque 


p 


omniaque Malorum ac Calamitatum Genera 
ſubire, que Avulſionem 4 Christo, et Ejeo- 
tionem ex Cætu Fidelium, comitari olim ſo- 
lebant. Favet huic Expoſitioni He eſychius, 
qui Ara Ne reddit ax91vwrnlov EXCOMMUNtca= 
tum: et ipſe Paulus 1 Cor. xvi. 22. nr ava” 
Feu; et Galat. i. 8. ALS EMRL ECW, quod 
fignificat ex Eccleſia non fine deteſtatione 
ejici, Privilegiis, quibus fruuntur Chriſtiani, 
ſpoliari. Decretum autem AyaSeuzl®@-, quod 
Paulus et Barnabas Act. xiii. 46. in Judæos 
pronunciarunt & publicarunt, nec abſolutum 


fuit, nec irrevocabile, quemadmodum ex 


Rom. x1. verſ. 2. et 26. clare patet. Ergo 
nec Paulus hoc loco Communione Chr:/zz et 
Ecclęſiæ perpetuo privari voluit, ſed ad breve 
duntaxat tempus, ita ut dura illa Conditio 
finem haberet, et ſuo tempore Conſortium 
cum Chriſto redderetur. 


„ 


Photius's Sentiments concerning St. Paul's 
With, applied by Wi:thus to the common 
Acceptation of it, are more juſtly applicable 
to the Senſe infiſted upon in the foregoing 
Diſcourſes. His Words are To Ms Toauls 
X&1 Ppove Kai Aye BTs Org yoorrpmes g 
oe; vr Auiaqpaps Evwois Is pdrnoy 


Davuaria Tis xa vT £pQuNs, * Ape 


T 


a 


T&T1 Zuraftia, xa. Ts οe Oz ai Ah 
res aTapeEnts pe evagyeraty lapapar 
Tis, Kal [LOvNS, ws æ Nun, THT Hie EXE 
"ms x ejavis Tlavas Luyns atapayptTior 
Irwpoug. Hac ſentire et dicere, non eſt a 

Deo Separatio, fed mira potius quædam Con- 
junctio, et Unio ſupra Naturam innovata ; 
Amoris erga Deum et erga Homines incompa- 
rabilis manifeſta Exhibitio ; inſigne quoddam 
proprium beatæ et cæleſtis illius Pauli Ani- 
mz. The Conditions alſo, which He aſſigns 
for qualifying and limiting this Profeſſion, 
are ſo happily compatible with e Spirit of 
it, and do Fd perfectly harmonize with he 
ſeriptural Importance of the Anathema, that 
they are plainly reſolvable into the very Mo- 
lives that produced his Wiſh. For thus they 
are with admirable Force and Energy ſet 
forth; Oude yap wurer, ewyouar yopo tn, 
õ WY opens ev, TETED WW, © Duval nm, ea 
u , ave SU Toba ToYTov Ev SEV SHARE" Boy 
El £2095 Georgen, SIECTET 1GY SPO T&pn Torr 
pl, N TeToY UTeAFev nywnioamnr. Non 
enim dixit, opto ſeparari, ſed optarem ; hoc 
eſt, ſi poſſibile eſſet, ſi fiert poſſet ut Deſiderium 
Divinum Divino Deſiderio winceretur ; | 
Amor decens Deum Divinum Amorem 2 
cenderet, hunc ego ut ſubirem contenderem. 
And again, Huyopny ay, « ev E elo, el Er E- 
eager, ei 715 m %- HI, Oes wat 


ENT 


T WY 1 


Sohn ZuvaQuay, e Tis Xwnldmos ourd'twy 
FFI poTepoy, EU Tris AAAOTPIWOLS OUNEITR TE” 
\ AetwrTepov. Optarem, ſi concederetur, ſi liceret, 
fs Apoſtaſia aliqua ſalutaris Het, quæ cum Deo 

Conjunctionem procuraret : Si qua feparatio 
arctius conſtringat: fi qua Alienatio perfec- 
tus uniat. Epiſt. 216. 


To theſe Quotations from Photius in the 
Diſſertation of the abovementioned Author, 
the following are added from the ſame Epiſ- 
tle, the more fully to anſwer the End of 
this Appendix, which is deſigned to give a 
ſufficiently perfect View of the Sentiments of 
learned Men concerning the Text. 


Oy een G 0 THS Ah s Ses 

S Oxrar®E QATEABLEY 05 * Zons Yroogyeor * 
8 Te txabev arTXws* U Ta grave Ts avles 
EXBOLWS APIGHRIA, KAL TO TE UTE TWY KATH 
oapra Suyſevwv, Kai s proroy Tov Ywerdphov 
bro, AAAG Kat e pet KaL ETEUYENL 
e ela Rowrs* Huyopny yap avlos g 
Avæ 


Quem nihil ſeparare poteſt ab Amore Dei, 
non Mors minis intentata, non Vita promiffa, 
non quæ ibi ſunt, non quæ hic; quomodo 
Is ſponte ſeparatur, etiam pro Affinibus ſe- 
cundum Carnem ? Nec tantum ſubit Separa- 
tionem, ſed illam expetit, et orat @ Chr:/to 
ſepa- 


KLE 


Avadeuz tvai amo XNopic's, ure Toy Ade 
wy ps, Twv Tue ps TwY I TRAgKG 
Our u &y Tis THYV ON ETITEWGY aTopiey gpg 
T. e; Tws oupbnatiai Ta aovpealn; H rp - 
lov pty exeio ara £1, ors BY sgi Tavte 
patxouea* sB Yap warricy ad zipetos Ilobos 
XplG's, xa T0 HYETAY BTW TY TMANGIOY, WH'E 
Xa Tins ,ỹẽjw) eee mon vopCew ,Hihα THY 
exeivwy To, q parker fs xai ourads Tay” 
T% Tpos i O yap ayanruy To Ade 
Gov aule, eV TAnpwr IeomToliunv, To Tpos 
Tov AtoToTiv 4ATpPY K&YXpoy Kat HKEFKIOY 
Snow Ey r Y PWEovTH! TAvits, oTl 
£uor Mabnlzi pe, eav ayaTais aAAnAs5* Kal 

TAAW 


ſeparari : Cuperem Ego Me Anathema fiori a 
Chriſto pro Fratribus meis, cognatis Mihi ſe- 
cundum Carnem. Ad hunc modum Aliquis 
tuam dilatans Dubitationem dixerit : Quid 
igitur? Quomodo competunt incompetibilia ? 
Imprimis videtur dicendum, non hec ad in- 
vicem pugnare. Non enim Chriſti indiviſum 
Deſiderium contrariatur, et amare in tantum 
Vicinum, ut ne exiſtimetur illius Salus pro- 
curanda in ſecundis eſſe propriæ Utilitatis. 
Quin concinunt potius hæc inter fe: Nam 
qui diligit Fratrem ſuum, et in eo Domini 
Mandatum implet, purum et ſincerum Ille 
Amorem conſervat erga Dominum: In hoc 

enim 
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wv amaylu Katopbwpualw, 1 Te Te Oes A- 
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enim cognoſcent omnes, quod met eſtis Diſcipuli, 
ſi invicem diligatis: et iterum, In hiſce duo- 
bus Praceptis tota Lex pendet, et Prophet. 
Dei etenim et Proximi Dilectio Caput eſt, 
et Vinculum, et Radix omnium aliorum recte 
factorum. Conceditur ; aſt in hoc, inquiunt, 
prætulit Affines: Nam 4 Deo exoptat ſepa- 
rari, ut lucretur eos: cum Chriſtus dicat, Qui 
diligit Patrem vel Matrem plus quam Me, non 
eſt Me dignus. Verum, quomodo ſupra Chriſ- 
tum diligi dicuntur? Si ob aliud aliquid dilige- 
bantur a Paulo, valeret Conſequentia. Sin, ut 
Chriſti Peculium fierent, haud intelligo quo- 
modo ent ejus pluſquam Chriſtus diligun- 


tur. 
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exe, 1 To UTITASH abe, x TMPIOCINED 
wax TY wor AtoTomy, Tws BY £01 QAEV 
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The Epiſtle concludes with a Reflection 


upon the Character of St. Paul and the 
Example which he propoſed to Himſelf, 
where both are thus briefly deſcribed ; Mi- 
unrns nv rec egies (wa to Kepanratoy ew) 
r 018 E,winpos 1pwr tat AtoTmoTE, os ra 
TAS WY UTE WWV aPÞAIy TABTYH SA pers 

&. 


tur. Quid aliud enim inſinuat amare illos 
quam ſubdere, et appropriare illos communi 
Domino? Quomodo ergo dilexit eos plus 
quam Chriſtum, cum in Obedientiam illius et 
Amorem eos pertraheret? Quin Judicio in- 
corrupto ſi quis hoc ponderet, ab eo pote- 
rit intueri Flamma Divini Amoris accenſa 
Paulum exardeſcentem. 

Imitator egregius, ut, quod Caput eſt, 
dicam, ommunis Domini et Servatoris noſ- 
tri, qui omnia pro nobis paſſus ob inexpli- 
cabiles Divitias Miſericordiæ ſuæ et Exinani- 
tionis non recuſavit Peccatum et Maledictio pro 
Nobis dici et reputari; cum tamen Fons eſſet 

omnis 


[ 
| 
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E Kerwotws, , Auvaplia, els Kal p 1 Y 
vai Ir nuas, tai vopolnyar TApnTHIEHATO® A 
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omnis Benedictionis, et Deſtructio Peccati. 
Hunc ſibi per totum Vitæ Curſum Exem- 
plar proponens genuinus ejus Diſcipulus, ad- 
mirabilem illam et deſiderabilem Converſa- 
tionis Repræſentationem Animæ ſuæ quotidie 
tranſcribere et efformare non deſtitit. 


Upon the whole: which we conſider, in 
the Paſſages cited from the Writings of this 
great Man, the ſeveral Inſtances of a very 
ſtrong and remarkable Similarity, both in 

Sentiment and in the Terms * of Expreſſion, 
with the Spirit and Letter of St. Paul's Texts, 
and the Arguments inſiſted upon in Vindica- 


* Note his frequent Uſe of the Words Xuyop©® and 
Xupilu, with his Explanation or Comment upon them in 
the Paſſages cited in this Article of the Appendix ; and 
compare the Beginning of Photius's 216th Epiſtle, here 
introduced in page 115th, with the Concluſion of the 8th 
Chapter of Sc. Paul's E. piſtle t to the Romans. 
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tion of the Apoſtle, it may ſeem unaccount- 
able that ſo near an Approach ſhould fail to 
lead Him into a full and clear Diſcernment 
of the true Senſe and . pt this ex- 
e Wiſh: | 


; af 


Le” R Up T A. 


Page 51, fins 20, ao the word * dele comma. 

P. 88, I. 5, for usdadmodo read quodammodo. | 

P. 90, 1. Os for abviov read aiwhior. 

P. 9i, 1.8, for yag read ve u 

P. ge, I. 6, and J. 11, for Frags read Yreenudle. 

P. 96, ]. 1, for Tregfidlla read Yregnpale 31. Fo for Alcon 
read Adana; I. 6, for N rer —__ | 
Th 20, x 12 pro Dominos. by i 
P. 104, 13, tor A Js rea m7 erm. Pa 
R. vt = for Fuaftienic read Fast. and inſtead of 
em put a ſemioolan. . 1 #2 


